
 Nehemiah was a great leader and moti-
vator among the Jews during the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem.  Just before the completion of the 
wall was a time of great stress.  The enemies of 
Judah did all they could to dishearten and in-
timidate Nehemiah and his workers.  There 
were threats on his life.  His enemies sent a 
false prophet to warn Nehemiah that men were 
coming to kill him and he should flee to the 
temple and lock the doors to be safe.  His reply 

was, “Should a man like me run away?  Or should one like me go 
into the temple to save his life?  I will not go!”  (Neh. 6:11) 
 Nehemiah would not behave like a coward and give his 
enemies an opportunity to slander him.  This kind of behavior was 
beneath him.  Likewise, there are some things unworthy of the 
Christian.  Foremost among them is the love of the world.  This is 
what John addresses in the verses we are exploring together today.  
The best defense we have as Christians against falling in love with 
the world is to remind ourselves who God is and what He has done 
for us.  In this passage, John reminds us of the glorious relationship 
we enjoy with the Father in Heaven. 
 Just as the Holy Spirit uses people to accomplish God’s 
will on earth, Satan uses people to fulfill his evil purposes.  May 
our prayer be for the Lord to protect us and keep us strong for Him.  
If we invest our lives in eternity, they will endure forever.  The man 
who does the will of God lives forever. 

Patrick  
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—Spencer/Wickes  5:00 @  Spencer 
Group—–2—Gage/Hyatt                 5:00 @  Lamb 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee              12:00 @  Gillie 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley              12:00 @  Daniels 
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall              12:00 @  Johnson 
Group—–6—Bulls/Vinson                            12:00 @  TBA 
Group—–7—Bollman/Christ                5:00 @  Tribbey 
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer                        5:00 @  C/R Spencer 
Group—–9—Fendley/Bolton                5:00 @  C/M Jones 
Group—10—Peace/Wood                 5:00 @  Stallings 
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence              11:30 @  O.R. Building 
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore              12:00 @  Building 
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Church members—Ken Smith, Luther Lilly,        
Michelle Anderson, Gina Barnett, Kyle Jones, David/
Amy Johnson, Payden Daniels, Sarah Sissel, Lillian 
Taylor, Pat Houser, Petra Cooke, Sandra Leath, 
Robert Wilson, Alieen Carroll.  
Friends & family— Wesley Williams, Amber Offutt, 
Barbara Jones, Teresa Strombach, Brian Tackett, 
Daisy Smith, Jason Burnett, Pete Sisson, Leslie Mor-
ton Anita Dake, Julie McPherson, Robert Padgett, 
Dale Hyman, Beverly Cope, Beulah Bennington, 
Kathleen Simpkins, Jeri Marie Robinson, Shawn Jor-
dan, Buddy Flanary, Dusti Gaither, Mike Shields, 
Craig Hamilton, Melanie Helm. 
Deployed military personnel:  Billy Thomas / Amber 
Gibson / Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier (Iraq).  
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Family LIFE Groups—TODAY 
*** 

Middle School Retreat—March 14-15 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 
*** 

VBS—July 30 thru August 1 

LTC— Fees are  past due, $40 per participant and $20 
per non-participant.  Please give your fees to Doug or 
Jill Faires A.S.A.P. if you haven’t already done so. 
 
Graduating Seniors—Mom’s, be sure to go through 
your family photographs and bring 5-7 shots of your 
senior through the years to Jered or Margaret in the 
church office.  We don’t want anyone left out of the 
slideshow on Senior Sunday! 
 
Thank You—When my “eye saga” began last July, I 
had hoped there would be a day when I could say, 
“Thanks for all your prayers, Hallelujah!  I am WELL 
now!”  While I do thank each of you for your many 
prayers on my behalf, not to even mention the great 

 

care my LIFE Group showered on me, the dozens of 
cards, so many caring inquiries as to “how I’m do-
ing”—I still can’t say “I’m WELL now.”  I would 
ask for your continued prayers for my wimpy retina, 
as well as the possibility of cataract surgery, and to 
thank God for my “good” eye (a relative term) and 
ask Him to preserve what sight I have.  (edited/
length)  I love you all, Sherry Welch 
 
Thank you so much for the flowers that you sent.  
Thank you for your support during this difficult 
time.  Sincerely,  The Clanton Family 
 
Invitation— Join us to celebrate the 50th Anniver-
sary of Jerry & Peggy Smith on Saturday, March 14 
from 2:00—4:00pm in the outreach building.  Please 
RSVP to Robyn Figgins by March 1, 903-272-7727. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

��!�#�!�!�������!�#�!�!�������!�#�!�!�������!�#�!�!������ ���

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Chicken & Dumplings! 

Baptized by Jail Ministry:  Jeremy Z. Goree and 
Ricky T. Washington were immersed into Christ 
February 21st.  Please pray for these new brothers.  
You may send a note of encouragement to 125 Brown 
Ave., Paris, TX 75460. 
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How to save a life?  If someone is 
drowning, you toss them a life      
preserver.  If a house is burning, you 
either get out or try to put the fire out 
and don’t forget to STOP, DROP, 
and ROLL!  Survival is one of our 
more basic instincts.  Oddly enough it 
seems that most of us sometimes 

struggle with spiritual survival.  We also don’t      
always know what to do when someone else is spiri-
tually drowning.  Why is this?  For whatever reason, 
the automatic instincts that kick in during real life 
crises are sometimes slow to move in the spiritual 
world.  Maybe it is because we don’t understand the 
spiritual world like we should.  Much of it, I think, is 
we don’t realize that we are spiritually hurting.  We 
also may not realize that others may have been    
spiritually run over or shot.  None of us would walk 
past a crises in real life, so then why do it spiritually?  
It is probably like the Good Samaritan story in the 
Bible.  We are busy going places and walk on by.  It 
may also be that the people we are supposed to help 
aren’t the people we would normally want to be 
around, so like the Levite or scribe, we just walk on 
by.  Spiritual pain is often hidden, so another obstacle 
we have to overcome is letting others know we are 
hurting.  We have to let people know we need them.  
It doesn’t make us weak to ask for help or prayers.  It 
makes us human!  Look for those you can reach out 
to this week and don’t be afraid to let someone help 
you  either.   

In Him,  Jered 
 
YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES 
—The MLK church of Christ visit will be next week 
on March 8th.  We will leave after class on Sunday 
morning from Lamar Avenue.  Their services       
conclude around noon, so the bus will bring anyone 
back that rides no later than 12:30pm. 
 
—Middle School Retreat is March 14-15 for those 
teens in town for Spring Break.  We would love for 
them to come to Deer Run on Saturday thru Sunday 
morning for an encouraging and fun time together.  
Cost is $35 and sign-ups are on the youth board. 
 

 The privilege to be in the 
Church is something we need to ap-
preciate every day because the Bible 
tells us that we are in heavenly places 
with Christ.  In the past many people 
tried to find eternal life, when what 
they did not realize is that obeying 
Jesus and His Word is to already 

have Eternal Life.   Now this is eternal life: that they 
may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.  (John 17:3)  And Jesus said I 
will come so you have life and life in abundance. 
 If Christians really appreciate the blessings 
they have in Christ I think we will not have any prob-
lems with unfaithful or weak Christians.  We will not 
have any problem being on time for church when we 
really appreciate what Jesus did for us on the cross of 
Calvary. 
 I remember and sometimes mention in my 
sermons an example from when I was around 6 years 
old.  We were living in Chihuahua, Mexico and my 
father was the preacher at the church in that city.  
There was a brother in Christ who was very old but 
that was not an obstacle for him to be faithful.  Every 
service he was on time, and he was one of the first 
ones.  He used to walk to the church building because 
he did not have a car.  I remember something about 
him as he approached the building.  We knew that he 
was approaching because we could hear from inside 
the auditorium the sound of the movement of his feet 
walking with a lot of effort.  He only had enough 
strength to drag his feet, but that  was not an obstacle 
to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 This kind of example encourages us to be 
faithful to the Lord.  How many of these kinds of   
examples will we remember of our brothers here at 
Lamar Avenue who are already gone to be with the 
Lord?  We really remember their examples of faith-
fulness.  My prayer is that every day we can grow in 
our faith and understanding and really appreciate the 
privilege we have to be in the Church of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
  

�))��!���))��!���))��!���))��!��� ���
	�����

����'�
*��+	�����

����'�
*��+	�����

����'�
*��+	�����

����'�
*��+� ���



������������������������������������� ���
��������	�
������ � �
�
�������	
���� � ��� �
��
������������ �
�����
	�������� � � �
����������
�� � �
��
����
��� �����
�����
������������������������������������� ���
�� 
����������!� ��������� ������ �
��
�	�"���	���!� �	
��� ������ �
��
��
������	
�#$�%!� �
����
��
��� ��"�

���!� ���	��������
��������������������� ���
������&��
��� � �����������
����	��
'�����"���	����� � �
��
���	�������
����	��
'�������
��� � ��
���������		��
���	��
��
#�
� ���$#��� � ����������
(�����"�
	�
� � ��������� �
����������������������������� ���
��
��"�
��  � � ������&��
���
)
�#�"������� � ��������
*� �
�
���"��	�� � (������
�����
(�
�
	�"$

�� � ��$
����
����
��

����
�� � � �������)���
�����+
���� � �������
���
(�$#����
��� � �
���������
�
&�� �����
�
� � �
�� �������
�
"
�	��
������ � ��$
�,����� �
�
�� �)�#�� � ��������
�� �
����������������������������������������������������������������� ���
�������
��(���	���-����!���
$�
	���	���./�����
�0#���
.��� � �
&�� �
�&�
#$��-���	
���1�#
��!� � �2��� ���
��� �
���$0�� ���
.��� �
"
�� �1����
�-�1� �
��!�"
�%�
�
1����
���1� �
��0#���
.��� �
�����
�3
 �%-��������!���2����
/����450�� ���
.��� �
�������
 ��-��*�$!���������

��.���
 ��0�*�#
�*�
.�� �
1���
���,��/$ ��-'�

���!�+� �����
���/$ ��0� �.�� �
�
������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������� ���
!$�,���
"�*
���
���66.666666666.66...6.7899��.�.�
��
����6..666666666666.6.6.:9899��.�.�
��
����66..66666.6666...6..66...;899��.�.�
�.�.����#���<=> ��#
�	��...6...666.6..;899��.�.�
 �,��!,�����
��	���?�"�*
���
���6666666666..67849��.�.�
"�*
���
�����6666666666....66.6.;849��.�.�
����
������ ���!���"���#������ ���!���"���#������ ���!���"���#������ ���!���"���#� ���
��$%&�'��(�)� � ����&��  �
������%*�+,	&,
)� ����������� ��� ��"�

����
�	-.�/��,01)������������� "
�	��
������
��--$%.�%��
	/,
)� �$		���1���
�
�
��--$%.�%��,
2,
1)��
�����)
�#������� � �����������
�������
�������� � ������
�������
������

����$���
� � ��������
*��
�����(������
����� � )
�������� �
�,13�%1,1) ��������������� �����-������
��,3�,
&41��
	/,
)�� �����
	�������
�

+����5��6������ +����) ���7��������8�
"�*
���
���66666666666..666666............66....... ...<<@�
&��������"�*
���
���66��	$
 ��6..666..66666...666.. 6.<>�
�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%� ���
�
��
���#���
����6666666666...66666......6...6..6...A :5�
&����������
����666666666666666666666666.4>�
�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'$#�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'$#�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'$#�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'$#� ���
�
+�����#���
������ � ���*$�
	��#6666666666666..6..:A 4�
&����������
����666666666666666666666666.<5 �
����
���B�+�)
�$��6�6666666666666....666666... �
�	����(���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!"!""")*+�	����(���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!"!""")*+�	����(���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!"!""")*+�	����(���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!"!""")*+� ���
�
��	���	����
�����66666.6666666..66666666...<>9�
��	���?�"�*
���
���666666666666666666666..6.. %,�
�
������'"������999999���99���99999�����9��9��:
��;�� �
'"� ���99�9���999999999�9��999999��99:
��
<��
#���'"� ��99999���9:��
�;��9�99999�"�������'+��

�
�����#������)���.1�0	1�.%*���	3 ����

SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #4 

Where Do You Stand?  
1 John 2:12-17 

 
Since September 11, 2001, a new sense of ___________ has been 
at the forefront of everything we do in this country. 
 
John believed that the _________ in which the church existed 
was a world that was not friendly to __________________. 
 
John helps us see how essential it is to love the _________ and 
not the ____________. 
>>Because of what the _______________________. 
 
>>Because of what the _________________________.(v.15-16) 
 
>>Because of where the ________________________.(v.17) 
 
The first thing John does is to affirm his readers in their _______ 
in ______________. 
 
The message to all of them is the same:  You are ____________, 
_____________________, and __________ in ____________. 
 
If you want to live forever, if you want to overcome the evil one, 
it is not a _____________ for you to fight in your own 
____________.  If you want your life to count for something, 
anchor yourself deeply with ___________ and His 
_____________ among the _____________ of 
_______________. 
 


