
 In 1837 three young ministers and their 
wives set out from England for the Fiji Islands. 
Theirs was a difficult assignment. The work 
there was only three years old, and the people 
were still living selfish lives. Hardly any fruit 
was seen during their first years of service. 
Then in 1845 revival swept through the Islands. 
Chief Thakombau, who had been the main op-
ponent of Christianity, was converted. Within a 
few years a complete transformation of the  

islands had taken place as the gospel took hold of the people there. 
 The captain of a ship that took the three English couples 
from England tried to persuade them to change their mind about 
going to the Islands. He told one of the ministers, "You will lose 
your lives and the lives of those with you if you go among such 
savages." The minister replied, "We died before we came here." 
 Apply that story to our worship—we won’t get worship 
right until "we die before we come here." The three Hebrew boys in 
Daniel 3 died before they ever walked into that furnace. To them, 
God’s glory was more important than their very lives.  Each time 
we gather for worship, we are resetting our internal compass. We 
establish "true north" in our soul, remembering who God is and 
what His truth proclaims." 
 When is the last time you came to worship with a heart 
that is ready to give rather than an attitude that says “what will I get 
out of this service?”  Worship is about getting God in the right 
place in our lives - the center. Having God at the center is then how 
we live "centered" lives. That’s where the confidence comes from. 
 Everybody worships. In essence, we worship God or a 
god.  We may worship pleasure. We may worship material things. 
But, everyone places something or someone on a pedestal as the 
object of their affection and adoration.  Whether it’s personal wor-
ship, family worship, or worship at church, certainly we’re going to 
entertain thoughts about what we’re going to get out of our worship. 
And God wants us to get something out of worship. 
 But more importantly, and this should be our primary   
focus, worship is about God receiving all glory, honor, and praise 
from those He created! 
 

Patrick 
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worship the Lord.  We would love to get to know you better and answer any questions  
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various ministries at Lamar Avenue.   May God bless you and your family. 



Church members—Marie Figgins, Lance Johnson, Henry 
Trammel, Ann Huffman, Sharon Kay Kinison, Hazel 
Hicks, Sandra Leath, Johnny Bassett, Cleve Fendley, 
Phyllis Giguere, June Preston, Dolores Parker.  
Friends & family— Dee Dee Freelen, Phillip Nabors, 
Debra Wharton, George Kimbrough, Cox family, Nancy 
Stanfill, Mont Highley, Dennis Malone, Andre & Montoya 
Council, Lonnie Kennedy, Shari Wisham, Mikyla 
Pickering, Julia House, Jean McCuin, Mildred Rodgers, 
Jerelene Booth, Mary Calvin,  Farland Lyons, Alaka Wal-
ters, Doc Walton, Christine Mashburn, Tim Tabangcora, 
Donna Haile, Jane Stawn, Lisa White, Kathy Lowther.  
Deployed military personnel:  Scott Murphy / Tyler Graham 
(Haiti), James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Rob Frazier / Russell   
Nelson  / Dustin Anderson (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Contact the church office or e-mail              
@ mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  Save her blog under 
“Favorites” in your computer: 

 www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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Men’s “42” Night—March 4 
*** 

Habitat for Humanity—March 6 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—March 7 
*** 

Book Club/Review—March 14 
*** 

Blood Drive—March 17 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 2-3 

Showers—You are cordially invited to a Bridal Shower in 
honor of Ashley Slawson & Bradley Kelley today in the church 
foyer from 1:30—3:00pm.  Their colors are Tiffany Blue, White 
and Silver.  Selections are at Gene the Jeweler, Wal-Mart and 
Bed, Bath and Beyond.   
Shower Group #2 (Linda Erwin) 
 
Sympathy—Please keep the following families in prayer as 
they have lost loved ones this past week:  Jim & Dolores 
Parker’s brother-in-law, Robert W. Ross; Doris & Jackie 
Helm, Jackie’s grandmother, Katherine Elizabeth Helm; Ed & 

 

Cheryl Bullard , Cheryl’s uncle, Ed Owens; Haley ‘Bullard’ 
Wolfe’s 25 month old niece, Heather Cobb. 
 
Change for Children Drive—KFC is helping Boles          
Children’s Home and Medina Children’s Home with their can 
drive.  If you can help with this, pick up a can at the Welcome 
Center or ask Tanya for one. 
 
Annual Diaper Drive—KFC is helping Lubbock Children’s 
Home with size 2/3 Pull-Ups.  We gave them a van full last 
year...let’s do it again!  Place diapers by the children’s wing. 
 
Vote—Let your Christian voice be heard at the polls. 
¨ Prop. #2:  The constitutional amendment providing that 

marriage in this state consists only of the union between 
one man and one woman… 

¨ Prop. #4:  The use of the “God”, prayers, and the Ten 
Commandments should be allowed at public gatherings 
and public educational institutions, as well as be permitted 
on government buildings and property.   

¨ Prop. #5:  The Texas Legislature should enact legislation 
requiring a sonogram to be performed and shown to each 
mother about to undergo a medically unnecessary, elective 
abortion. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Homemade Chili!    

Baptized by the Jail Ministry:  Cornisha D. Brown, Victoria A. 
Sanchez and Jebbica E. Short were immersed into Christ on 
February 20th.  You can notes of encouragement to 125 Brown 
Ave., Paris, TX 75460 
Baptized:  Aaron Christ  was re-baptized last Sunday at Hard-
ing.  Aaron is the son of Larry & Janet Christ. 
Responses:  Ora Henderson came forward last Sunday asking 
for prayers for her health, her family and strength to handle the 
stress in her life. 

Our book study/review group got off to a good start 
last Sunday afternoon in Room 17 (across from the  

outreach kitchen). Next meeting will be 4:00pm on Sunday, 
March 14th.  Carol James will lead us in a discussion of our 
first book, Until We Reach Home, by Lynn Austin.  Reading 
the book is not a prerequisite for attending the meeting. �  
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There is an interesting description of 
Hezekiah in scripture.  It reads, 
“Hezekiah trusted the Lord and there 
was no one like him among all the 
kings of Judah, either before him or 
after him” 2 Kings 18:5.  Consider 
what others will remember about us 
when they talk about us or consider 

what we have done.  Hezekiah stood out because of 
his commitment to God.  He trusted him completely.  
We had two Christian examples pass from this world 
last week in Charlie Parkman and Mary Sharber.  
Both were such people who trusted God completely.  
Their lives were a testimony of what they believed.  
We feel pain because they are no longer here.  How-
ever, we know better things await us because of the 
hope we have in Christ.  I hope that our body of work 
will be something that others can give glory to God.  
Hezekiah was a man who even had years added to his 
life because of his dependence on God.  He also 
saved a city because of his prayer life and humility 
before God.  Hezekiah’s example and prayer caused 
the God of heaven to fight for him.  Remember, God 
destroyed 185,000 soldiers who threatened Jerusalem 
because of his prayer.  When we call on God He can 
move heaven and earth for us if we trust in Him.  
Consider your own legacy and what you want it to 
be.     In Him, Jered 
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1.  All Teen Devotional tonight at the Beckmon’s in 
Windom.  We’ll leave at 6pm and be back about 
8:15pm like usual.  Cost is $2 and covers food. 
2. Habitat for Humanity project is Saturday March 
6. We need both adults and kids to help us work on 
the house and serve a lunch to everyone. Sign up on 
the youth board or see Jered for more details. 
3. Camp Deer Run Spring Retreat for ALL teens 
on April 23rd-25th.  Teens can sign up on the youth 
board. Cost is $50. 
4. Summer schedule for youth group events and 
trips is up on the youth board. It explains what we 
will be doing and where we will be going.  Don’t  
forget you can be working on our summer scholar-
ship program to help with the cost of summer trips 
including Camp Deer Run. 

Then he asked Zebah and Zal-
munna, "What kind of men did you 
kill at Tabor?" "Men like you," they 
answered, "each one with the bear-
ing of a prince." Gideon replied, 
"Those were my brothers, the sons 
of my own mother. As surely as the 
LORD lives, if you had spared their 

lives, I would not kill you.  (Judges 8:18-19) 
 
When we read Judges 6 we read about Gideon, just      
another farmer in the nation of Israel. But, we see through 
chapters 6-8 a transformation in the life of Gideon when 
God called him through His angel.  God gave many      
instructions and encouraged him in Judges 6:11-24 to free 
Israel.  In Gideon’s own opinion he was just a poor,  
frightened farmer, but in the eyes of God, he was a mighty 
warrior. 
 
When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, 
he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 
The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the 
strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's 
hand. Am I not sending you?"  "But Lord," Gideon 
asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the  
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my  
family." The LORD answered, "I will be with you, 
and you will strike down all the Midianites           
together."   (Judges 6:12-16) 
 
At the end of this history we find the kings of Median who 
killed his brothers and we see a complete change in 
Gideon. They told him "Men like you," they an-
swered, "each one with the bearing of a prince."  
Now he was a warrior, now he was a brave servant of 
God, now he was a prince of God. He made a complete 
change in his life with the help of God. 
 
How do you see your own Christian life?  Just like Gideon 
looked at himself in the beginning?  Or do you see your-
self as a prince of God?  Jesus made us a Holy Priest. (1 
Peter 2:9-10 and Revelation 1:6)  Sometimes we don’t  act 
like we’re supposed to in our Christian life and we fail our 
God.  Let’s try to do our best to be a good example to oth-
ers and help them to become like Christ every day of our 
lives. 
 

Marcelino Rodríguez, Jr. 
1 Corinthians 15:58 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Prayers of the Bible #7 

Our Fiery Furnace 
Daniel 3 

 
One thing that is __________________ about life is that it is almost 
always ____________________. 
 
A truth to remember:  God sized _____________________ need a 
God sized ______________________. 
 
Although these three had lost all of their ____________________ in 
Judea—they had NOT lost their _____________ in _____________ 
along the way. 
 
This image symbolizes for all of us the ___________  ___________ 
that arise around US that demand our ________________________ 
and solicit our __________________________. 
 

Practical insights offered by the example of “the three.” 
1. Realize you ____________________________________.

(Daniel 3:1-12) 

2. Make God the central focus ___________________________.  

(Daniel 3:13-18) 

3. Seek the ____________________________________ in your 

life.  (Daniel 3:19-30) 


