
 I love the story of “the Keeper of the 
Spring,” a quiet forest dweller who lived high 
above an Austrian village along the eastern 
slopes of the Alps. The old gentleman had been 
hired by the town council to clear away the  
debris from the pools of water up in the moun-
tain crevices that fed the lovely spring flowing 
through their town.  With faithful, silent regu-
larity, he patrolled the hills, removing the leaves 
and branches, and wiped away the silt that 

would otherwise choke and contaminate the fresh flow of water.  
Soon, the village became a popular attraction for vacationers. 
 Years passed. One evening the town council met for its 
semi-annual meeting. As they reviewed the budget, one man’s eye 
caught the salary figure being paid “the keeper of the spring.”  The 
keeper of the purse inquired “Who is the old man? Why do we keep 
him year after year? No one ever sees him. For all we know the 
strange ranger of the hills is doing us no good. He isn’t necessary 
any longer!” By a unanimous vote they dispensed with the old 
man’s services. 
 For a season nothing changed. By early autumn the trees 
began to shed their leaves. Small branches snapped off and fell into 
the pools, hindering the rushing flow of sparkling water. One after-
noon someone noticed a slight yellowish-brown tint in the spring. A 
couple days later the water was much darker. Within another week, 
a slimy film covered sections of the water along the banks and a 
foul odor was soon detected. The millwheels moved slower, some 
finally ground to a halt. Swans left, so did the tourists. Clammy 
fingers of disease and sickness reached deeply into the village. 
 Quickly, the embarrassed council called a special meeting. 
Realizing their error in judgment, they hired back “the old keeper of 
the spring”. . . and within a few weeks the river of life began to 
clear up. The wheels started to turn, and new life returned to the 
hamlet in the Alps once again. 
 Spiritually speaking, the same thing happens to us in our 
daily walk with the Savior.  Our lives can quickly become cluttered 
with unhealthy things and what we all stand in need of is a fresh 
renewal from the true river of life.  May our prayer this week be for 
Jesus to flow like a river in our life and allow His living water to 
flow! 
 

Patrick 
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worship the Lord.  We would love to get to know you better and answer any questions  
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various ministries at Lamar Avenue.   May God bless you and your family. 



Church members—Jean O’Neal, Ruth McFadden, Roy Jones, 
Sandra Leath, Sherry Welch, Ora/Gerald Henderson, Lucas 
Simpson, Joel McGee, Laura Janes, Dave Johnson, Lucy Staley, 
Tommy Clem, Marie Figgins, Lance Johnson, Henry Trammel, 
Cleve Fendley, Dolores Parker.  
Friends & family— Kyle Perry, Mikyla Pickering, Sam Warren, 
Paul Shuping, Jean McCuin, Jennifer Avant, James Vinson, 
Davis Family, Tristan, Donna Phelps, Jimmy Howard, Gloria 
Douglass, John Crittenden, Jackie Robertson, Nelly Davis, 
Courtney Relford, Dee Dee Freelen, Phillip Nabors, Debra 
Wharton, George Kimbrough, Cox family, Nancy Stanfill, Mont 
Highley.  
Deployed military personnel:  Tyler Graham (Haiti), James Crim-
mins (Aphganistan), Russell   Nelson  / Dustin Anderson (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Contact the church office or e-mail @ molly-
woodall@suddenlink.net.  Save her blog under your “Favorites”: 

 www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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Book Club/Review—TODAY 
*** 

Blood Drive—March 17 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—March 21 
*** 

Men’s “42” Night—April 1 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 2-3 
*** 

Camp Deer Run Spring Retreat—April 23-25 

Thank You Notes—How can we say “thank you” to a 
Church that is filled with warm, loving Christian people who 
surrounded us with love during Charlie’s illness and death?  
Just know that Charlie’s sons, Mike and Pat, his grand and 
great grandchildren, my sons, Greg, Mark and Todd Thomp-
son, and I all send a loving thank you to each one of you for 
all the food, prayers, flowers and visits.  Charlie loved you 
all.       Jo Ann Parkman 
 
Thank you all for the plant, many cards, phone calls and well 
wishes since the loss of my father, Dick Logan.  It means a 
lot to know that folks care...me and my family appreciate the 
show of concern. Thank you, Richard Logan 
 
Our family was touched and deeply blessed by your outpour-
ing of love during Mother’s last days here, and in the days 
following her passing.  Your expressions of love...the beauty 
of your glowing faces in the hospital...will remain beautifully 
alive in our memories…(edited/space)     
   We love you...we thank you,  The Mary Sharber Family 
 
Book Club/Review—Today at 4pm in room 17.  (Outreach) 

 

Change for Children Drive—helping Boles & Medina 
Children’s Homes with their can drive.  You can pick up 
a can at the Welcome Center or ask Tanya for one. 
 
Annual Diaper Drive—KFC is helping Lubbock     
Children’s Home with size 2/3 Pull-Ups.  We gave them 
a van full last year...let’s do it again!  Place diapers by the 
children’s wing. 
 
Kiddie Kollege Enrollment—begins March 23rd for the 
Fall Semester. See Tammy Benedick if you have ques-
tions. 
 
Benevolence Closet can start taking summer clothing. 
 
Sympathy—Our condolences go out to Brooks Harlan 
upon the loss of his brother-in-law, Homer Sawyer, on 
March 3rd. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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CARTER BLOOD CENTER 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building  3:30pm—8:00pm* 
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pm.  

¨ You must be at least 17 years of age and in general good health 
¨ You  must weigh at least 110 pounds 
¨ You must have eaten a full meal within four hours before donating 
¨ It must be 56 days since your last donation 
¨ You must have a valid photo ID (must include birth date) 
¨ You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutane, Propecia, or Proscar 
¨ You cannot have a cold, Flu or feel sick 
¨ Additional restrictions may apply and will be determined by a CBC 

questionnaire.  
If you have ever been deferred for low iron, please check with their 

staff first.  Low iron has been the most common reason  
for being turned down.  SIGN UP COMING SOON. 

Prayer:  Heather Cannon came forward last Sunday to ask for 
our prayers while she is on her mission trip. 



 

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Irish Stew!   
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Mark 2 tells us a story about some 
friends who were committed to helping 
their friend. He was paralyzed and could-
n’t walk. They tried to get to Jesus but 
the people were crowding in around him. 
What would you do to help a friend? 
How determined would you have been?  
Since these friends couldn’t get in the 

door to see Jesus they proceeded to dig a hole through the 
roof and lower their friend down.  They showed up to get 
a physical healing for their friend but something else hap-
pened entirely.  When they lowered him down, Jesus says, 
“Your sins are forgiven.”  Why would He say this?  The 
point was to physically heal him or so everyone thought. 
Perhaps Jesus was looking deeper into this man’s situation 
and wanted him to know that he had a spiritual healing. 
People expected a physical healing just like they expected 
a physical kingdom.  Jesus shocks everyone by forgiving 
sins and establishing His spiritual kingdom. Unfortu-
nately, I found myself in the story as well.  Some Phari-
sees were sitting nearby and when they heard Jesus      
forgive this man’s sins they called it blasphemy.  I       
honestly think we sit in the judgment seat too often and 
judge people and circumstances that aren’t ours to judge.  
If Jesus wants to forgive sins or make this man walk, what 
concern should that be to the Pharisees? Instead, they 
judge Jesus and assume the worst.  I hope that you and I 
would be the friends full of hope and faith lowering our 
friend down to see Jesus, but I know myself too well. My 
challenge for all of us is to try and be that friend who is 
full of faith and hope or even be Jesus and offer words of 
hope and encouragement to someone else.   

In Him, Jered 
 
YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES: 
—Spring Break March 14-19…Enjoy the time off! 
—“I Love My Youth Group Month” is coming in April. 
Get Ready! 
—Continue to sign up for summer events as well as work 
on summer scholarship opportunities 

Yesterday Patrick asked me, “What did 
you have for lunch?” I told him, 
“lentejas” in Spanish, and then I found 
the English word in the dictionary, 
which is lentil beans.  Elda cooked them 
with onion, tomatoes, and garlic like a 
soup.  You boil the lentils and then later 
add the onion, tomatoes, and garlic that 

was fried in oil.  It is very good food. That day Elda had 
asked me what I wanted for dinner, lentils?  I said yes, so 
when I was eating this plate, I remembered the story of 
Esau and how he lost his birthright for a plate of lentils. 
 
Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. 
He ate and drank, and then got up and left. So Esau  
despised his birthright.  Genesis 25:34 
 
How easy it can be to lose our relationship with God over 
something so little.  That happens to us sometimes, we can 
lose our salvation in a moment for something that is not 
worthwhile. 
 
See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like 
Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights 
as the oldest son.  (Hebrews 12:16) 
 
We need to appreciate the relationship that we have with 
God and don’t let anything take away our salvation. 
 
I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no 
one will take your crown.  (Revelation 3:11) 
 

Thank you,  Marcelino 
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FAMILY NEWS & NOTES:   
¨ We have two students who have recently moved to Boles 

Children’s Home:  You can write to Lucas Simpson C/O 
Charlie & Melissa Roberts, 154 Patience, Quinlan, TX 
75473 and Mallory Wood C/O Kerri & Ben Alexander, 
178 Patience, Quinlan, TX 75473. 

¨ Glen & Joy Barnett  are thrilled with the arrival of their 
first granddaughter, Marlee Christine Speer, on March 
7th.  She weighed 7 lbs./10 oz. and is 20 inches long.  Her 
proud parents are George and Valerie Speer. 
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