
 While walking through the forest one 
day, a man found a young eagle that had fallen 
out of his nest. He took it home and put it in his 
barnyard where it soon learned to eat and be-
have like the chickens. One day a naturalist 
passed by the farm and asked why it was that 
the king of all birds should be confined to live 
in the barnyard with the chickens. The farmer 
replied that since he had given it chicken feed 
and trained it to be a chicken, it had never 

learned to fly. Since it now behaved as the chickens, it was no 
longer an eagle. 
 "Still, it has the heart of an eagle," replied the naturalist, 
"and can surely be taught to fly." He lifted the eagle toward the sky 
and said, "You belong to the sky and not to the earth. Stretch forth 
your wings and fly." The eagle, however, was confused. He did not 
know who he was, and seeing the chickens eating their food, he 
jumped down to be with them again. The naturalist took the bird to 
the roof of the house and urged him again, saying, "You are an  
eagle. Stretch forth your wings and fly." But the eagle was afraid of 
his unknown self and world and jumped down once more for the 
chicken food. 
 Finally, the naturalist took the eagle out of the barnyard to 
a high mountain. There he held the king of the birds high above him 
and encouraged him again, saying, "You are an eagle. You belong 
to the sky. Stretch forth your wings and fly." The eagle looked 
around, back towards the barnyard and up to the sky. Then the natu-
ralist lifted him straight towards the sun and it happened that the 
eagle began to tremble. Slowly he stretched his wings, and with a 
triumphant cry, soared away into the heavens. 
 For many people life is a lot like that story.  We have all 
felt the sting of insignificance, and been left wondering if life is 
even worth it. So where can we find the answers to who am I, and 
where do I belong, and am I even important to anyone?  The search 
for ones identity is a task we all have gone through and for most of 
us are still going through. 
 It is tough to find out who the real me is.  In each 
one of the I AM statements, we are seeing not only who Jesus is but 
who He wants us to be as well.  Today we will discover together 
Jesus’ words…I am the gate. 
 

Patrick 
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worship the Lord.  We would love to get to know you better and answer any questions  
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various ministries at Lamar Avenue.   May God bless you and your family. 



Church members—Cari Johnson, Lacy Nabors, 
Tammy Huffman family, Ora Henderson family, Dick 
& Betty House, Ruth McFadden, Henry Trammel, 
Don Carroll, Matt Hanley, Landon Garrett, Lucy   
Staley, Dolores Parker.  
Friends & family— Jeff Mahan, Mike Shields, 
Hunter Harroff, Curt & Sandy Shumard, Christine 
Mashburn, Laurie Edwards, Kenneth Whitten, Ida 
Hargroves, Jo Ann Parkman, Brad Smith, Kyle Perry, 
Tate Lewis, Lillian Welch, Cynthia Yates, Ruby 
Whitehouse, Charles Lovell, Harrell Tippit, Kathy 
Grigsby, Josh Christ, Joe Slagle, Jeanne Cook, Paul 
Dearinger, Joe Cochran, Jimmy Evans, Brittany Ladd-
White, Lori Cooper, Anne Sanders, Yvonne Woodall 
family, Brandarius Dillard, Gary Cook, Judy Tramel.  
Deployed military personnel: James Crimmins 
(Afghanistan), Dustin Anderson (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Contact the church office or e-mail @                
mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  Save her blog under your “Favorites”: 

 www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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Brianna Slawson Wedding Shower—TODAY 
*** 

Camp Deer Run Spring Retreat—April 23-25 
*** 

Brianna Slawson Wedding Shower—April 25 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—May 2 
*** 

Men’s “42” Night—May 6 
*** 

Senior Sunday—May 16 
*** 

Faithful Readers Review—May 23 
“Her Mother’s Hope” by:  Francine Rivers 

*** 
Blood Drive—May 26 

Shower Invitations—You are cordially invited to the  
following Bridal Shower: 
¨ TODAY, April 25th, Brianna Slawson, from 1:30—

3:00pm.  Shower Group #3—Robyn Figgins.           
Selections:  Bed, Bath and Beyond, Gene the Jeweler, 
and Wal-Mart 

 
Kiddie Kollege Enrollment—began March 23rd for the 
Fall Semester. See Tammy Benedick if you have any 
questions. 
 
2010 Graduating Seniors—Stephanie Janes,    Jason 
McGee, Kasandra Miller, Adam Skidmore, Zachary 
Wickes and Zach Zant will be graduating from high 
school in May of this year.  We will honor them May 16th, 
on Senior Sunday. 
 
Ladies News—A retreat at Jan-Kay Ranch is in the 
works for our ladies.  Please mark July 30-31 on your  

 

calendar and be looking for more 
details in future bulletins.  It’s time 
to get away for an interval of      
relaxation and renewal. 
 

Thank You Notes—Thank you for your visits, cards and 
most of all your prayers during my stay in Legends.  I am 
home and doing better. 
  Thank you, Tommy Clem 
 
Thank you all so much for your prayers, gifts and well 
wishes during Landon’s accident and recovery.  God has 
been good to us in so many ways.  We are so thankful 
that Landon has done so well.  He is on the road to a full 
recovery.  He gets stronger every day.  Please continue to 
pray for him as he continues to recover.  God bless and 
we love you all. 
  Curtis, Kristi & Landon Garrett 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Hamburgers!   
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God is rarely discussed today as most 
ancient Israelites knew and under-
stood Him in the past.  God’s pres-
ence was anything but forgettable.  
God’s presence was often seen as a 
terrifying experience. For example, 
His presence at Sinai through the 
storm, thunder, and smoke revealed a 

god full of power and wrath. The Sinai storm is later 
applied to the ark in 1 Samuel 4:4 and explains the 
fear and sobriety attached to the presence of God 
dwelling between the cherubim.  The presence of 
God, as reflected in Sinai and the cherubim, is the 
cornerstone to how the Israelites understood who 
God was and is.  In many ways the Israelites tried to 
recreate the Sinai experience through other traditions 
and symbols...like the ark.  God’s fierce image at Si-
nai was meant to be viewed as a warning not just to 
the Israelites, but to all the nations.  The ark leading 
Israelite armies was like carrying the power and 
wrath of Sinai into battle. The Israelites would not 
even mention God’s personal name “Yahweh” be-
cause of the reverence they held for Him. Solomon 
tells us to fear God and keep His commandments.  
We always need to remember God’s love and grace 
but remember His presence was a wonder to behold.  
The Israelites were never the same after they came 
into contact with God and neither should we. Have a 
good week.  
 

In Him, Jered 
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· We had a great spiritual retreat over the weekend 
at Deer Run and we want to thank God for a great 
time.  We also appreciated our sponsors helping us. 
· April is “I love my youth group month!”  Our 
fourth theme night is this Wednesday, April 28.  It is 
youth group shirt night! 
· Senior Trip is May 14 and Senior Sunday is   
May 16. 
· Don’t forget to be working on summer scholar-
ship opportunities. Save yourself and your parents 
some money and grow closer to each other and Jesus 
in the process. 

Hispanic News— 
 
*Area Wide Service: 
Last Saturday 20 of us had the oppor-
tunity to go to the Area Wide Service 
at the Jackson Street Church of 
Christ in Greenville, Texas.  It was 

good to see our brothers and sisters from different 
places come together to sing and hear the word of 
God. 
 
*Gospel Meeting: 
We are getting everything ready for our next Gospel 
Meeting on May 7th, 8th, & 9th..  It will be the first 
Gospel Meeting of the year.  Our guest speaker is  
Brother Hector Holguin from Piedras Negras, Coa-
huila, Mexico.  He is one of the leaders of the church 
at the el “Kilometro 10” (ten Kilometer Church).  
This is the congregation where we are involved, and 
in the past, we have had some mission trips there.  
We are “killing two birds with one stone”, because 
on Sunday, May the 9th, our Brother Hector will 
preach during the Gospel Meeting and also give a 
report of the work in Piedras Negras, Mexico. The 
church there is a lovely church.  In the past, some of 
the family at Lamar Avenue have had the opportunity 
to visit them.  So, if you have questions for our 
brother Hector, please feel free to ask him.  He will 
come with his wife, Eva.  We appreciate very much 
the  effort our brother is making to come to Paris   
because our brother Hector is very busy all the time.  
He is a teacher and his area of involvement is in   
special education, where he is the Superintendent of 
all the school of Special Education in the north of the 
State of Coahuila, Mexico. Overall, our brother  Hec-
tor loves the word of God and is a servant of Christ. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
“Meeting Your Maker” #3 

I Am the Gate 
Exodus 27/John 10:1-10 

 
A Door is a metaphor for a variety of things in Scripture… 
¨ _______________________ to strangers.  Job 31:32 
¨ What we let ________ and ___________ of our lives. Psalm 141:3 
¨ A door also represents _________________________.  Rev. 3:8 
 
In Exodus 27, we’re introduced to a different kind of door.  It’s the 
____________ that barred the way into the _________ of __________. 
 
Every dimension had to be ____________________.  Every item had 
to be made to __________________________________. 
 
The reason everything had to be so precise was because God was com-
municating _________________  ________________ thru this earthly 
______________________. 
 
There were deep ________________ truths about what it meant to live 
in the _____________________________ of a Holy God. 
 
With His tabernacle God is telling His people: 
I want to spend _____________________ with you. 
I want to live ______________________you. 
I want to be the _________________________ of your lives. 
 
In John 10, we see a celebration of God through the person of Jesus 
Christ.  He is the _______________________. 
 
From the Old Testament to the New, the message is:  God wants us in 
His ___________________________! 


