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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worship the Lord.  We would love to get to know you better and answer any questions  
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various ministries at Lamar Avenue.   May God bless you and your family. 

 Everyone here today enjoys and 
looks forward to celebrations. Celebrations 
are a significant part of our lives. We cele-
brate with birthday parties. We celebrate 
pregnancies and new births with baby show-
ers. We celebrate wedding anniversaries, 
New Year’s Day, Super Bowls, and many, 
many more.  And as you know, when you 
throw a party, you have to sit down and 

make the guest list. 
 This world is a banquet—it is a feast of opportunities 
to exalt ourselves and gratify our self with possessions and 
power. This we are tempted to do as much to please ourselves 
as to be admired by others. If that is what we want, if that is 
what we think is important, then that will be what we get.  
 Jesus tells us there must be a reversal in our lives. 
That is what conversion to Christ is all about. The values of 
the kingdom of God must, in our lives, trump the values with 
which this world seeks to delight and ensnare us. 
 Life in the kingdom is like a celebration, even with the 
sacrifices. It is a life of joy, peace, purpose, fulfillment, and 
eternal life. This party is certainly a lot better than the parties 
of this world, which sometimes end with regrets and shameful 
conduct.  Luke has set the stage for us to understand that the 
teaching that Jesus is about to offer is more than just custom-
ary wisdom. It is not polite dinner conversation. We are being 
asked by Luke to hear a greater and deeper truth than simply 
how to manipulate social circumstances. 
 Stop using whatever power you have, whether it is 
economic or social, to gain more benefit for yourself.  Stop 
evaluating interactions with other people based on maintaining 
or improving your own comfort zone. Instead, use what you 
have and who you are to bless others—especially those who 
cannot return the favor: like the blind, the lame and crippled, 
the poor. 
 Jesus would not ask you to do this if there were a bet-
ter or easier way to know Him and He wouldn’t ask you to do 
this if He hadn’t done it Himself. Blessed indeed are all those 
who will eat bread in the kingdom of heaven! 



Church members—Janes family, Dennis Malone, Gina 
Barnett, Wayne Tolbert, James Walker, Louise Peace, 
Ruth McFadden, Janie Russell, Sandra Leath.  
Friends & family— Mazie Brockinton, Gerald Cobb, 
Chelsea Bass, Shamane Whitaker, Nelda Nelson, Robert 
Huffman, Rex Adams, Sam/Linda Warren, Richard Den-
nis, Sonja Carter, Karl Louis, Jamie Womack, Cody Icen-
hower, Hazel Cross, Jim DeNoon, Traci House, Dorothy 
Calloway, Tia Lindsay, Nevaya Ferguson, Mike Kennedy, 
Jerry Smith, Linda Loftice, Shirley Walker, Dusti Gaither, 
Mike Shields. 
Deployed military personnel: James Crimmins 
(Afghanistan), Dustin Anderson (Iraq), Ben Logan (Germany), 
Sarah Logan (Kirkut).  
Prayer requests:  Contact the church office or e-mail @                
mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  Save her blog under your “Favorites”: 

 www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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Bethany Skinner’s Wedding Shower—TODAY 
LBC Planning Meeting—TODAY 

*** 
Men’s “42” Night—August 5 

*** 
Boyd-Hanley Wedding—August 7 

*** 
Faithful Readers—August 8  

*** 
Ray Baby Shower—August 15 

*** 
Skinner-Holland Wedding—August 21 

*** 
McClour Baby Shower—August 22 

 

Thank You Notes—Thank you for all the words of encour-
agement, hugs, thoughts and prayers offered during Doug’s 
dad’s illness and death.  Thank you also for the food that 
was provided for the family after the memorial service.  We 
are blessed to be a part of this church family. 
   The Cato Family 
 
Faithful Readers—The Silent Gift by Michael Landon, Jr. 
will be our book for August.  Linda Tackett will facilitate 
our discussion.  Membership in this group is open and new-
comers are welcome. Just grab the book and come to the 
meeting August 8th, 4:00pm, in room 17.  (Annette Smith 
will be with us in  September!) 
 
Back-packs for Justiss Elementary—Charlotte Grooms 

 

will once again be accepting new backpacks or monetary 
gifts to help the children at Justiss.  Please see Charlotte 
for details.  You can place the backpacks in the Nursery. 
 
Kiddie Kollege Enrollment—forms on K.K. bulletin 
board for 18 mo-4 yrs old. KK begins September 7th.  
  
Showers—Wedding Shower in honor of Bethany     
Skinner today from 1:30-3:00pm in the church foyer.  
Selections: Belk’s, Gene the Jeweler, Wal-Mart and Bed, 
Bath & Beyond  (Laura Cannon Hostess Group)  
Blue Baby Shower in honor of Brian & Bailee Ray,   
August 15th from 1:30-3:00pm in Room 6.   
Selections:  Paris Babies or she can use diapers   
(Debra Gage Hostess Group) 
Blue Baby Shower in honor of April McClour, August 
22nd from 1:30-3:00pm.  Selections:  Wal-Mart 
(Melissa Poore Hostess Group) 
 
Ladies Bible Class Planning Meeting—All who have 
an  interest in the content of the class should be present 
for this meeting on Sunday, August 1st @ 3:00pm.  
(Room 3) 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   

Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    
Entrée:   Mexican Stack-ups!  

Baptism by the Jail Ministry:  Rodney DeWane Lester 
was baptized on July 23rd.  You may send him a note of 
encouragement to 125 Brown Ave., Paris, TX 75460 
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You need to persevere 
so that when you have 
done the will of God, 
you will receive what 
he has promised. For 
in just a very little 
while, "He who is 
coming will come and 
will not delay.” 
(Hebrews 10:36-37) 

 Every time we take the Lord’s 
Supper one of the things that we         
announce to the world is that our Lord 
Jesus Christ is coming in the clouds of the 
sky to judge the world and take us to our 
eternal home in heaven. This is, in few 
words, what we believe and what we live 
for.  But are we really expecting the sec-
ond coming of Christ in our lives?  The 
busy lives we live sometimes do not let us 
stop and think about this reality, Jesus is 
coming soon. We sing songs that talk 
about His coming, but most people do not 
really care about that.  Because, if they 
cared more about Jesus coming at any 
moment, they would try to get ready for 
their encounter with our God. The un-
faithful would be faithful; the immature 
in Christ would be mature and strive to 
grow spiritually; the ones who don’t 
preach would be preaching, and every one 
would try to do their best to get ready for 
their encounter with our Lord.  Let’s get 
ready!  (2 Thessalonians 1:8-10) 
 Thanks to God we have returned 
safe from our trip to South Texas and 
Monterrey.  We drove 1989 miles round 
trip.  I had the privilege to attend the  
Bible Conferences in Matamoras, Mex-
ico.  I taught 4 lessons, but also had the 
privilege of preaching in Brownsville, 
Texas (1) time and in Monterrey (2) times 
in two different congregations.  We had 
the chance to see many brothers in Christ 
and also a lot of family.  The blessing I 
have is that many members of my family 
are involved in the church, so we see 
them also at the church activities.  In 
Monterrey I had the opportunity to visit 
our brother, Javier Ortiz, who is in charge 
of the work in La Chona, Mexico. They 
send greetings to all of you and they say 
they miss all the brothers who used to 
come on the medical mission trips.  
Thank you for all your prayers, and 
thanks to our brothers in the Hispanic 
congregation who preached and taught 
during my absence. 
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Jesus tells us at the 
end of Matthew that 
we are to go out into 
all the world and 
make disciples.  We 
refer to His chal-
lenge to us as “The 
Great Commission.”  

Many churches believe messages 
from Jesus like these are the back 
bone for international mission efforts.  
I certainly can’t argue with the impor-
tance of going abroad to share the 
gospel.  I also see the great impor-
tance to do the same thing here at 
home.  The challenge here at home is 
to help Christians take their faith even 
deeper than it already is.  Our last ma-
jor youth event for the summer is 
called “Disciple Now.”  It has a lot of 
spiritual implications wrapped up in 
its name.  First, it is an attempt to help 
people follow Christ who may cur-
rently be lost.  It also is an attempt to 
place a sense of urgency on Christians 
who may be apathetic or have lost 
their faith.  It is an in-town retreat that 
allows all of our teens to have a 
chance to be involved in a high im-
pact weekend designed just for them.  
We certainly are a blessed people and 
that is why we spend a good amount 
of time during our weekend focusing 
on serving others.  I pray that your 
teen can learn a life of serving others.  
I hope they will want to show their 
faith just like Jesus did.  
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—Lunch and Bible Study this week from 
noon till 2pm.  It will be our last one. 
—Disciple Now is our in-town retreat on 
August 6-7 and all our teens are invited.  
Families are invited to share in a meal 
and listen to Larry Nunley speak at the 
home of Kyle and Monica Jones on    
Friday night on August 6 at 6:30pm.  We 
look forward to this time together. Refer 
to your postcard or Jered for more details.  
Cost for teens for the whole weekend is 
$30. 

We are about to set 
out on a journey; a 
journey of epic 
proportions; a jour-
ney so epic it is 
nearly legendary. 
There are several 
of us who are 

about to leave for a land far, far 
away known as Colorado, where 
we will attempt to scale the utmost 
height, reach for the stars, and 
dance with the clouds.  For our 
journey’s end is at the top…of a 
mountain. The path we now set 
ourselves upon is not an easy path. 
It is a path of hardship, not all that 
different than the path we choose 
when we choose to follow Jesus 
Christ. For although the road is 
hard, the final destination is by far 
worth any hardships along the 
way. We will follow, we will 
climb, we will walk, and we will 
stumble, but we, with the help of 
each other and almighty God, will 
stand up and continue. History has 
chosen to remember those who 
have done great things. Now let 
history remember the names of we 
brave few who set ourselves, not 
against other men, but with men 
and women at our sides, as we 
stood…against a mountain. We 
may not be heroes, we may not be 
legends, but if what we do is great 
enough, perhaps we will be re-
membered. Perhaps when others 
speak of a mountain, whether it be 
actual or a difficult time in their 
life that feels like a mountain, they 
will remember us; we who stared 
at the seemingly impossible and 
laughed, we who conquered fear 
and walked among the clouds. And 
if all we are is remembered, then 
that will be good enough. For 
those we remember are immortal 
and will live forever. 
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Wednesday  
Summer Series 

This summer we will once again have 
some of our deacons and other men in 

the congregation speaking.  We will have a time of praise and 
worship followed by one of our men speaking about a favorite 
Bible story they had as a child and how it applies to their lives 
today.  We look forward to hearing from the following list of 
speakers: 
 

August 4—Derald Bulls 

August 11—Clint Gage 

August 25—Wayne Kerby 

 


