
 Did you know that the Bible has 
more to say about money than almost any 
other subject?  That really shouldn’t surprise 
us because money is a big part of what life is 
all about.  We work for money, we live for 
money, we think about money, we wish we 
had more, and worry that we don’t have 
enough.  We all struggle with materialism.  
Money magazine has declared that money is 

now the #1 obsession of Americans.  Newsweek reports that we 
have achieved a new plane of consciousness called 
“transcendental acquisition.” 
 John Stott put it this way:  “We cannot maintain a life 
of extravagance and a good conscience simultaneously.  One or 
the other has to be sacrificed.  Either we keep our conscience 
and reduce our affluence by giving generously and helping those 
in need, or we keep our affluence and smother our conscience.  
We have to choose between God and money.” 
 Jesus realizes that most people struggle with managing 
money—that’s why He devoted much of His teaching to this 
critical area of life.  He dealt with money matters because 
money matters. 
 In Matthew 6:19-24, Jesus challenges us with the   
question, “Where is your treasure?”  The first test is found in 
verses 19-20 and asks the question, “How long will it last?”  
Verse 10 is a negative command:  “Do not store up for your-
selves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, land 
where thieves break in and steal.”  Verse 20 is the positive:  
“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven…” 
 The first word that leaps out at us in these verses is the 
word “treasures.”  Jesus did not say, “money” because while 
everyone does not have a lot of cash, we all have things that we 
treasure.  Our treasure may be a home, a car, a computer, our 
clothes, or even a position we hold or seek after.  While Jesus is 
not saying it is wrong to have treasures, He is telling us that our 
focus should be on laying up treasures in heaven, not on earth. 
 I pray that we will all be strengthened today and tomor-
row with our No Debt No Sweat Seminar with Steve Diggs 
from Antioch, Tennessee.  Bring a guest with you as we all learn 
how to be good stewards in our relationship with God. 
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worship the Lord.  We would love to get to know you better and answer any questions  
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various ministries at Lamar Avenue.   May God bless you and your family. 



Church members—Dana Hoog, Alan Boyd, Dianna Welch, Pat 
Houser, Lillian Taylor, Bob Terry, Payden Daniels, Jean King.  
Friends & family:  Belinda Dunstein, Shelia Denman, Jerry 
Wilson, Greenwood family, Gain family, A. J. Stamps, Gary 
Cross, Dorothy Day, David Power, Alden George, James LeFan, 
Destiny Maxwell, Johnny/Linda Piper family, Kathy Bucko, 
Brian Rhodes, Joseph Bomar, Louie King, Erma Fowler, Susan 
Hicks, Leah Denison, John Welch, Jr., Amber Offutt.  
Deployed military personnel: Tyler Graham (United Arab Emir-
ates), Nathan Xavier / James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Joseph  
Wiseley / Rob     Frazier / Russell   Nelson  / Dustin Anderson (Iraq)).  
Prayer requests:  Contact the church office or e-mail @ molly-
woodall@suddenlink.net.  Save her blog under “Favorites” in your 
computer:   www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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No Debt No Sweat Seminar 
Today and Tomorrow 

*** 
Daylight Savings Time Ends—November 1 

Family LIFE Groups—November 1 
*** 

Men’s “42” Night—November 5 
*** 

Family Retreat—November 20-22 
*** 

Midweek Service—November 24 
*** 

Thanksgiving—November 26 
*** 

5th Sunday & Pot Luck—November 29 

Wedding Shower—honoring Joel McGee & Dori Tye,      
Sunday, November 8th, 1:30—3:00pm.                          
Selections:  Wal-Mart 
Hostess Group #4, Melissa Poore  
 
Thank You Note—The family of Kenneth Smith would 
like to express our thanks to all the church family for 
prayers, books, cards, visits and phone calls during Ken’s 
illness and death.  You will always be in our hearts. 
  In Christian love, Debbie, Jason & Dee 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��	�����������������������	�����������������������	�����������������������	���������������������� ���

Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:   Chicken Spaghetti! 

October 22—Blood Drive Report 
 

We had a good response to our third blood drive of 2009.  The 
35 individuals who came donated 31 credits to our account.  
There were two first time donors from our youth group.   
Carter Blood Care personnel did a very good job of moving 
people through the process. 
 
If you wish to donate blood during the year, you may visit the 
Carter Blood Care office at 3305 Loop 286, Suite E,  or call 
903-785-9399 or 1-800-366-2834. Hours of operation are 
Mon-Fri, 9am to 5:30pm, except on Thur., 11am to 8:00pm, 
and Sat-9am to 2pm.  We have a church account (#7454) so 
you may designate your donation to the church. 
 
Please remember that because of our good response, any mem-
ber of the congregation may receive credits for blood received 
for which there is no ability to pay, such as insurance. 
 
Blood donations are also a wonderful way to give back to our 
community.  Please make plans to participate in our next 
blood drive which will be scheduled in 2010.   

New Members:  Vicki, Paul and Devin Shuping, 3981 
CR 22900, Paris, TX 75460; Phone: 903-227-9612.  
Peggy Dotson, 340 21st St. NE, Paris, TX 75460; Phone:  
903-784-8217.  Peggy is Dorothy Pearce’s sister.  Let’s 
make these families feel right at home.   
Appreciation:  Peggy Wright went forward Sunday to 
express her heartfelt thanks for prayers and concern about 
her health. 

You’re Invited to Naomi’s 90th Birthday! 
October 31, 2009 

Open House 2:00—5:00pm 
(640 26th SE Paris, TX) 

No gifts please...stories and memories welcome. 
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“Jesus said to Peter, “Simon son of   
Jonah, do you love Me more than 
these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You 
know that I love You.” He said to him, 
“Feed My lambs.”  He said to him again 
a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do 
you love Me?”  He said to Him, “Yes, 
Lord; You know that I love You.”  He 

said to him, “Tend My sheep.”  He said to him the third 
time, “Simon, son of Jonah do you love Me?”  Peter was 
hurt that He asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
And he said, “Lord You know I love You.”  Jesus said to 
him, “Feed My Sheep.” John 21: 15-17  It is obvious   
Jesus is testing Peter to see if he is ready for the task Jesus 
will call him to do.  Jesus digs deep and even asks Peter 
the third time, which is an allusion to the three times that 
Peter denied Jesus.  Jesus penetrates Peter’s emotions to 
the point that Peter is hurt that Jesus would question him 
three times about his commitment.  Jesus at this point isn’t 
concerned about Peter’s feelings he is concerned about 
what he is going to leave Peter to do.  Jesus is about to go 
back to heaven and wants to make sure that those He em-
powers to leave behind are up for the task.  Jesus asks you 
and me to be His person and to “feed His sheep.”  Jesus 
isn’t worried if it makes us uncomfortable. He wants to 
know that He is a priority.  He is going to stay after us 
until He knows we are committed to Him.  Consider your 
relationship with Christ.  Have you been honest with Him?  
Is He a priority in your life? 
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—No Open Youth Room till November due to       
No Debt No Sweat Seminar. We will pick it up on 
Tuesday, November 10th. 
—King’s Breakfast is on Thursday, October 29th at 
7:15am @ Braum’s. 
—Winterfest sign-ups are on the youth board for 
high school teens. Give Jered a $25 non-refundable 
deposit by November 22 for the early bird rate of 
$75 or pay $100 after that.  We have to meet Winter-
fest deadlines this year or pay late fees. So get your 
money in during November. 

“What is your life? You are a mist 
that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes. Instead, you ought to 
say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will 
live and do this or that.   
           (James 4:14-15) 
 
 Where do you see yourself in 

ten years?  Sometimes we hear this question. Maybe 
we ask the question or somebody asks us.  If we were 
to ask that question of our lord Jesus in the beginning 
of his ministry, what would have been his answer?  
He would say, “I will be walking to the cross in three 
years.”   
 It is hard to know, and it is hard to make plans 
for the future.  I learned something, that we can make 
all the plans we want, but the one who has the last 
word is God.  That’s why we need to let God lead us 
in our lives; we need to put God in first place and let 
his will live in us.  It’s good to make some plans for 
the future, but we never need to forget God in our 
plans. 
 
Ekklesia: 
Last Sunday we had the opportunity to work a little 
bit on the house across the street by painting. I want 
to thank the brothers who were able to come help. 
Pretty soon the Hispanic group will start meeting in 
that house.  I think it’s going to be a good step for the 
Hispanic group.  I feel that this will bring us closer to 
the English speaking group because I think that we 
can invite from time to time groups to have meetings 
together.  Please continue praying for all the work 
that the congregation in general is doing. 
 

Thank you and God bless you, 
Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
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No Debt, No Sweat Seminar — Today and Tomorrow 
 Please take this opportunity to learn about managing your 
financial talents. Today Steve Diggs is presenting a combined 
class of adults and teenagers in the auditorium and the message 
this evening.  
 
¨ This morning:  9:00—11:00am 
¨ This evening:    6pm 
¨ Tomorrow evening:  6:30pm—9:00pm  
 
Opportunities like these come once in a great while. We had to 
book Steve 18 months in  advance to get him to Lamar Avenue.  
We urge you to attend all sessions.  And there is no cost to you.  
  
 The No Debt No Sweat! Seminar shows God’s people 
how to use God’s money God’s way—Christians are freed from 
the bondage of  “stuff-itis.”  Today Christians desperately need the 
tools and the knowledge to get out of uncontrolled debt so they 
can be about Kingdom business.  Our people are so busy dealing 
with debt and bad spending habits—their spiritual vigor is       
depleted.  Most people are now spending 20% of their income 
paying off short-term, high-interest debt.  And, the average     
Christian is giving barely more than 2% of his income back to 
God.  Money problems are the #1 cause of divorce—by a rate of 4 
to 1 over the next thing!  Instead of sitting bolt up-right in bed at 
3:00 am, at a No Debt No Sweat! Seminar people learn how to 
kill the Debt Monster and develop spending plans that really 
work!  The seminar gives hope and brings spiritual renewal.  It 
increases giving and restores romance in marriages.  It is both  
humorous and confessional—yet profoundly Biblical.  Hopefully, 
you will see his simple, yet realistic approach to handling finances 
from a spiritual perspective.  
 

(Childcare provided.) 


