
 As we have seen unfold throughout 
Ecclesiastes, life is a mystery to people who 
reject God; they’re left with the only other   
option, that nothing in life has purpose.  Apart 
from God, we’re left with meaninglessness.  
When God and morality are out of the picture, 
people do whatever they think they can get 
away with, whatever works, with devastating 
results. Worldly wisdom often concludes there 
are no rules, so people do whatever brings about 

the desired goal. A Harvard professor writes, “If we have no moral 
point of reference, what you think is no more right or wrong than 
what I think” (Nicholi). 
 The design of the world is good; the direction it is going is 
often not. What God began can be distorted by sin.  The Christian 
response is to “see the world as God’s handiwork, seeing through 
its brokenness and sin to its original created goodness.”   In con-
trast, the message of Scripture is that life has dignity and worth  
because we are created in God’s image. Does our faith speak to our 
life? Do we have a Christian perspective?  What light does faith 
shine on our areas of expertise? What lens are we looking through? 
Are we thinking like believers? We’ll see when we consider the 
next chapter that “Wisdom brightens a man’s face and changes its 
hard appearance” (8:1). Only as we see with the light of God can 
we make sense of life. Only then can we appreciate living in God’s 
world. 
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. 

Group—–1—J. Spencer/Wickes  5:00 @ Carrell’s 
Group—–2—Benedick/Gage              12:00 @ Johnson’s 
Group—–3—Cannon/McGee              12:00 @ Welch’s 
Group—–4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley                6:00 @ Building 
Group—–5—Jones/Logan                 5:00 @ R. Jones’s 
Group—–6—Vinson/Bulls/Fowler                  12:00 @ Ervin’s 
Group—–7—Bollman/Thielman                5:00 @ Thielman’s 
Group—–8—C. Spencer/C. Spencer                 5:00 @ Kerby’s 
Group—–9—Fendley                  5:00 @ Reno Park 
Group—10—Peace/Wood                 5:00 @ Tackett’s 
Group—11—Faires/Anderson              12:00 @ Pat Mayes Lake 
Group—12—J. Cannon/Poore              12:00 @ Cooper’s 
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worship the Lord.  We would love to get to know you better and answer any questions  
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various ministries at Lamar Avenue.   May God bless you and your family. 



Church members—Shawna Simpson, Ken Smith, 
Ken Love,, Bill/Jean King, Aileen Carroll, Dick 
House, Gerald Jack, Harley Staley, Travis Trussell, 
Jerry Pearce, Mary Sharber, Dolores Parker, June  
Preston. 
Friends & family— Goldie Walraven, Mikyla Piker-
ing, Modgie Farr, Kenneth McDonald, Bradley Smith, 
Peggy Sparks, Savannah Riley, Belinda Dunstein, 
Randall Cox, Juanita Fisher, Jewell Fisher, Becky 
Inman, Cindy Stockton, Bob Terry, Amanda Berry, 
Jaymie/Kanyon Phillips, John Welch, Jr., David 
Power, Maranda Mahon, Sharon Sain, Charles/Stella 
Lovell, James Shaw, Bill Loyd, Betty Toland, Matt 
Wood, Amber Offutt.  
Deployed military personnel: Tyler Graham (Kuwait),    
Nathan Xavier/James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Joseph  
Wiseley/Rob Frazier/Russell   Nelson  (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Please contact the church office, or if you 
would like to have your request listed on Molly’s blogspot, 
please e-mail  mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  To read the 
blog save the following under “Favorites” in your computer: 

www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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Family LIFE Groups—Today 
*** 

Father/Teen Camp Out—October 10-11 
*** 

Blood Drive—October 21 
*** 

No Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26 
                            *** 
     Men’s “42” Night—November 5 
                            *** 
   Family Retreat—November 20-22 

Sympathy—Our condolences go out to two of our 
families upon the loss of their loved ones this         
past week.  Sherry Dickson’s grandmother, Opal 
Madewell, passed away on the 24th and Robert 
Henson’s mother, Eathel Henson of Amarillo, 
passed away on the 29th.  Please keep the Dickson 
and Henson families in your prayers during this sad 
time. 

 

 
Ladies Bible Class— “A Woman’s Heart—God’s 
Dwelling Place”, a Beth Moore Study on Wednes-
day’s at 9:30am for refreshments and 10:00am for 
class.  There will be a Salad Luncheon at Tanya 
Welch’s home following class this week (7th). 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:   Chicken Casserole! 

CARTER BLOOD CENTER 
Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building  3:30pm—8:00pm* 
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pm.  

¨ You must be at least 17 years of age and in general good health 
¨ You  must weigh at least 110 pounds 
¨ You must have eaten a full meal within four hours before donating 
¨ It must be 56 days since your last donation 
¨ You must have a valid photo ID (must include birth date) 
¨ You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutane, Propecia, or Proscar 
¨ You cannot have a cold, Flu or feel sick 
¨ Additional restrictions may apply and will be determined by a CBC 

questionnaire.  
If you have ever been deferred for low iron, please check with their 

staff first.  Low iron has been the most common reason  
for being turned down.  SIGN UP COMING SOON. 

Baptized:  We rejoice with Jerry & Dorothy Pearce 
upon Jerry’s baptism last Sunday afternoon.  You can 
send Jerry a note of congratulations to 3420 Pine 
Bluff, Paris, TX k75460. 
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This weeks bulletin is 
something that Jordan 
posted on facebook.  
I think it’s worthy 
enough for us all to 
read.   
 

It’s Okay To Cry  
 

     Grieve, mourn and 
wail. Change your laughter to mourning 
and your joy to gloom.  James 4:9 (NIV) 
  
As someone who usually has a smile on 
her face, this verse was very confusing 
to me when I first read it.  Why would I 
want to be sad? Why would God want 
me to be sad?  I asked different people 
their opinions on the verse, but was 
never completely satisfied with their 
answers.  Some said it's because we've 
got to be serious about Christ and living 
for Him.  True, but personally, it makes 
me feel happy and blessed and free to 
know that Christ died for me, and I want 
others to see the joy I have in Him.  
Some said we need to feel deeply sorry 
for our sins.  This is also true. We can't 
sin nonchalantly, knowing we'll be for-
given. The grace of God is not a license 
to immorality. (Jude 1:4) 
  
But there was still something missing. I 
didn't completely understand until I 
found this:  Sorrow is better than laugh-
ter, because a sad face is good for the 
heart.  Ecclesiastes 7:3 (NIV) 
  
It's not that God wants us to be sad. By 
no means.  But sadness is better for you 
than joy, because in your sorrow, you 
grow.  Our heartaches make us stronger.  
When we are hurt and broken there's 
only One who offers a complete healing.  
If we were happy all the time we might 
take God for granted. But when we are 
weak, He is strong. 
  
Just because we're Christians doesn't 
mean we're gonna be happy-if-you-
know-it-clap-your-hands all the time. 
We will have struggles and heartaches. 
But if we acknowledge these times and 
hand our broken spirits over to God, He 
will make us whole again. And we will 
be stronger because of it.  God wants us 
to know that it's okay to cry.  
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What is your opinion 
of the church?  Some 
times when we have 
many years in the 
church we start to 
criticize the congrega-
tion where we meet. 
Sometimes positive 
criticism is something 

good so we can grow in areas that we 
don’t realize we need to. But let me tell 
you brothers and sisters, we need to be 
very careful how we share our opinions or 
our negative comments about church, 
because we sometimes become stumbling 
blocks for others.  The sad thing is that 
sometimes we can discourage our own 
family.  We just need to ask our self, 
where is my family, where are my kids, do 
they come to church with me, are they 
attending the church where they live, or 
are they just tired of the church and all 
the bad criticism they hear for years and 
years from us?  I’m a preachers son and 
all my life I’ve been involved in the 
church. But overall, I’m very thankful 
that through the bad experiences my fam-
ily may have had over the years in the 
church, my parents have shown me the 
love of Jesus and the love of the Church 
is bigger than anything else.  We need to 
lift up the positive things in the church, 
share the good experiences, talk about the 
wonderful blessing it is to serve our God 
through Jesus, and I’m sure that when the 
troubles come they will not affect our 
relationship with Christ and His Church. 
 

Thank you, Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
 
Hispanic News: 
Last Sunday was the second part of the 
class that our brother Louie Woodall  
presented to the Hispanic group.  It was a 
good experience for us so we can under-
stand much better what the Bible teaches 
about this topic and the actual situation in 
that part of the world.  We are so thankful 
that we can meet to worship our God.  
And really, it is a privilege to have the 
freedom to meet wherever we decide.  In 
other parts of the world the church    
doesn’t have good facilities in which to 
meet.  In some places they don’t have 
buildings.  Thanks to God for all His 
blessings. 
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As a parent you feel 
good when you teach 
and raise your kids a 
certain way and then 
you see them doing 
the very things you 
taught them.  It gives 
you a sense of satis-
faction to know that 

your kids not only paid attention to you 
but are incorporating your wisdom into 
their lives.  I’m sure the same is true for 
our father in heaven who looks down 
and is excited when we read his word 
and do what he expects in our lives.  
Expectations can be the hardest thing to 
live up to, but imagine no expectations 
at all.  What would there be to strive for 
then?  God challenges us to walk in his 
light as he is in the light.  Not because 
he expects perfection but because there 
is value in the struggle to stay in the 
light.  Our teens are discovering who 
they are, not just in their family or 
school, but in the sight of God.  One 
important thing in our youth ministry is 
allowing the teens opportunities to lead 
and express their faith.  While I was on 
vacation our teens stepped up and 
helped lead the devotional time Sunday 
night for our teen group.  It is refresh-
ing to see leadership and desire come 
from our kids.  I hope they will always 
want to be involved and will challenge 
themselves to serve and help others. 
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On October 10th and 11th, at DFW Ad-
venture Park, there will be a Father and 
Teen Camp Out.  It is a chance to spend 
time with dad and play a little paint-
ball.  We hope some of our dads who 
don’t even have kids in our group will 
come and maybe sponsor someone.  We 
will camp out Saturday night, worship 
on Sunday, and then play paintball be-
fore coming home.  Cost is $25/person 
and covers your food, paintball gun, 
gear, and field pass.  Extra money will 
be needed for paintballs.  Sign up on 
the youth board. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Eternity in Our Hearts #9 

God Has the Whole World in His Hands 
Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 

 
A ______________ to _____________ truth we need to remember: 
God has the whole ________________ in His _____________. 
 
Isaiah 49:14-16 speaks truth we need for our life: 
“. . .I will not _________________________________!”  v.15 
“. . .I have _______________ you on the _______________ of my 
__________________.”  v.16 
 
This ___________-the-____________ wisdom equips us to see and 
handle life _______________ the ______________ as it really is. 
 
Wisdom is the God given ability to see life with rare ____________ 
and to handle life with rare ________________. 
 
Three great benefits that wisdom affords: 
¨ The _____________ Wisdom ______________  (v.16-18) 

¨ The _____________ Wisdom ______________  (v.19-22) 

¨ The _____________ Wisdom ______________  (v.23-29) 

 
The question is not:  Will His _________________________ work?   
But rather:  Are we putting His ______________________ to work? 


