
 
Consider these words this week from 
John Gibson: 
 
OPEN SHAME VERSUS PUBLIC HONOR 
      
     Catherine Drinker Bowen, in her book 
John Adams, relates what happened in the 
Second Continental Congress which met in 
June, 1776.  It was time to select a Com-
mander in Chief of the American Army. 

     John Adams rose to speak.  John Hancock wore a look of 
pleased, even radiant, expectancy.  “Facing the room in his chair 
behind the President’s table, he was plainly visible to everyone, 
including John [Adams], who stood near the front.  No one 
loved glory more than Hancock; he had the vanity of a child, 
open and vulnerable.”  Adams suggested “a gentleman whose 
skill as an officer, whose independent fortune, great talents and 
universal character would command the respect of America and 
unite the full exertions of the colonies better than any other   
person alive….”  Adams saw Hancock’s face and hastened on, 
raising his voice…”  A gentleman from Virginia, who is among 
us here, and well known to all of us….” 
     Hancock shrank as at a blow.  (“I never,” Adams wrote later, 
“remarked a more sudden and striking change of countenance.  
Mortification and resentment were expressed as forcibly as his 
face could exhibit them.”)  Washington, who was on the south 
side of the room, left his seat at the word “Virginia” and slipped 
quietly out the door before his name was pronounced.  John  
finished and sat down.  Hancock’s face grew hard and dark with 
anger.  He made no attempt to hide his feelings.  It was a case of 
open shame vs. the public honor of Washington. 
     Jesus recommends guests at a meal not to take the highest 
places  and run the risk of being humiliated by being asked to 
move down the table, but to take a low place and then enjoy the 
‘glory’ of being asked to take a higher place (Read Luke 14:7-
11).  It is well to remember that Jesus warned his disciples about 
seeking positions within the kingdom of God, and that             
He criticized the Pharisees for the religious pride.  If we have      
ears. . .let us hear! 
  

Patrick 

�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
�������������	�
�������������
�����

�
� ���

���������	
����
�
������������

������������������������������	
���

��
����������� �������������������
�

��������������

�������� ����	
���
��������������	
����
�����	���	�

���	
���
���������
����
�����

����������	������������	�

���������������������	
���

���������
������������

�������������
�����������
�	���������

������	
�� �����!��"���#$���%����&��
��

��'�� �����(���)��*���( �������

 ������������!��"��

�+,��-� �����(������
�����&��
'
.�

�'��� 	��������
���
��������������������� ������#��� ��$���

.�����	����!��"��/����%���
���
�
�������%&!���	��		��������
������'	����	
�� �

',����	����!����0����%���

(������  �����$������� �

�+'���"��	
�1������	���������
(
��
���'	������)������	���	�	*��(������+����
�

(
��
���'	� ������,��$�����
�

-)������(��)��� �
� (����
�����*�� ���
����
�����
� (���$��*� �  �����$��������
� �������� �����*� ������.����
� ���	���� �����*� ����������	�



Church members—John Figgins, Jim Hyatt, Dolores 
Parker, Luther Lilly, Maureen Gordon, Sherry Welch, Gina 
Barnett, Ed Bullard, Misty Gage, Connie Ausmus, Alan 
Boyd, David/Amy Johnson, Lillian Taylor, Ann Huffman, 
Mary Sharber.  
Friends & family— Beulah Bennington, Charles Grimes, 
Brandon Simmons, Charles Maughon, Vic Ressler, Joey 
Musgrove, Adam Hamilton, June Zant, Ruth Powell, Guy 
Langston, Margaret Green, Alaka Walters, Mike Grigsby, 
Mike Shields, Juanita McFadden, Jesus/Lynn Castillo, 
Trystan Chapman, Jason Flinn, Aaron Hart, Lillian Welch, 
Brandi Carroll, Savannah Brazile, Horace Henson, Melanie 
Helm, John Banard, Wesley Williams, Amber Offutt,   
Barbara Jones, Teresa Strombach, Brian Tackett, Daisy 
Smith, Jason Burnett, Pete Sisson, Leslie Morton Anita 
Dake, Julie McPherson. 
Deployed military personnel:  Amber Gibson / Zack Moss/ 
Rob Frazier (Iraq).  
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Christian Academy Concert—Tonight 
*** 

5th Sunday Format & Pot Luck—March 29 
Jackson/Cecil Wedding Shower—March 29 

*** 
Junior Jam Egg Hunt—April 4 

*** 
Family LIFE Groups—April 5 

Shields/Fonville Wedding Shower—April 5 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

Newcomer Banquet—April 26 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 
*** 

Senior Sunday—May 24 
*** 

VBS—July 30 thru August 1 

Showers—Your are cordially invited to a Wedding Shower for 
Jeanie Jackson & Brad Cecil on 5th Sunday, March 29th in 
Room 6 following our lunch/devo in the outreach building.    
Selections are at Spangler’s, and there will also be a Money Tree 
at the shower.   Hosting:  Group 1, Barbara Dean  
You are cordially invited to a Wedding Shower for Katie 
Shields & Kyle Fonville on Sunday, April 5th from 1:00—
2:30pm.  Selections:  Gene the Jeweler’s 
Hosting:  Group 2, Linda Erwin 
 
Graduating Seniors—Mom’s, be sure to go through your    
family photographs and bring 5-7 shots of your senior through 
the years to Jered or Margaret in the church office.  We don’t 
want anyone left out of the slideshow on Senior Sunday! 
 
Camp Deer Run Day Camp—June 22-25, cost/$60 
for children ages 5-8.  Registration forms are due NOW.  Please 
give the forms to Angie Duren. 
 
Junior Jam Egg Hunt—Children ages 2—5 are invited to Curt 
& Melissa Poore’s home on April 4 @ 2:30pm to hunt Easter 
eggs.  Bring a basket with a dozen candy filled eggs to share and 
plan to have a wonderful time. 

 

Newcomer Banquet—April 26th!  If your family is new to the 
fellowship of Lamar Avenue, plan to attend this time of fellow-
ship with the leadership and staff of this congregation. 
 
Christian Concert—This evening the Christian Academy of 
Greater St. Louis Choir  will sing at Lamar Avenue beginning 
at 6:00pm.   
 
Thank You—John is recuperating very well from his open 
heart surgery in February as a result  of God granting your 
prayers on his behalf. Thank you.  Thanks also to those who 
visited, brought food, sent flowers, and called.  We were so 
encouraged knowing so many people cared.  We love you all. 
  John & Yvonne Gentry 
 
I would like to thank your church and your community for all 
the support that was given to our troops while assigned at 
Camp Maxey. Sgt. Camarena, Chaplain Assistant 
 
Sympathy—We extend our condolences to Judy Brockway 
upon her loss of Bobby Brockway on March 14th.  Please 
keep the Brockway family in your prayers. 
 
5th Sunday Format—March 29th we will meet for classes, 
morning worship, a pot luck lunch in the outreach building and 
end the day with a devo after lunch.  There will be no evening 
service.  Bring enough of your favorite dish to feed your family 
and to share with 1 or 2 others.  That way we’ll have plenty! 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

��������������������������������������������������������� ���
5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   

Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    
Entrée:  Chicken Enchilada Soup! 

Prayer Request:  Jeanie Terry came forward last Sunday 
to rededicate her life to the Lord and asks for your prayers. 



������������������������������������������������� ���
���� �!�
� 
������ �!�
� 
������ �!�
� 
������ �!�
� 
��� ���

 

 This past 
quarter change I 
was strapped with 
finding new teach-
ers for our younger 
Bible classes.  A 
few people, for 
whom I am thank-

ful, graciously accepted the oppor-
tunity to impart wisdom on these 
young minds or to just show them 
love.  Many valid reasons were 
given to me as to why some could 
not teach.  However, my thoughts 
were: “Why do we make excuses?”  
We are all way too busy.  We all 
don’t like to step out of our com-
fort zone.  We all want time off or 
a break to just be spiritually fed 
ourselves.  We all desire just one 
day in our busy week when we are 
not called on to do anything.  We 
seek rest!  Even Jesus grew weary 
of the tasks before him.  In Mat-
thew 28:20, we are called to teach 
others to obey God’s commands.  
Instead of waiting for someone to 
come to you seeking help in Bible 
classes, youth classes, or even adult 
classes, why not step up and ask, 
“How can I serve?  When do you 
need me?  Where am I needed?  
What can I learn from this opportu-
nity?”  Most of the time, the one 
teaching gets the most out of it and 
receives the most blessings. 
 VBS plans are underway.  
Please consider where your talents 
can be used and how you might be 
most effective. Everyone, young 
and older, is welcome to partici-
pate.  Come to me and I will plug 
you in and give you the opportu-
nity to be part of this exciting    
project.  It will be worth your    
efforts in the end to see the excite-
ment of our kids learning about 
God.    
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I love Spring because 
it will signal the end 
of all this cold and 
wet weather.  It also 
means I have to start 
taking care of my 
lawn again because 
the grass will come 

back.  Spring truly is a transformation 
of what existed before.  As a Christian 
we undergo a transformation into 
something spiritually significant.  We 
were objects of wrath and sin but now 
we are pure and holy.  I once was an 
enemy of God but now I am a prized 
possession.  At the Middle School  
Retreat we discussed transforma-
tion and how ordinary people be-
came extraordinary. Spiderman 
was just a nerdy kid who became a 
hero to a whole city.  We discussed 
superheroes before they were super.  
Moses didn’t seem all that special until 
God called him out for a purpose.  God 
calls each of us from an ordinary life 
full of sin to something spectacular for 
his purpose.  Christ is our ultimate  
example.  On the surface he doesn’t 
seem all that amazing until you realize 
what he did.  Then you  realize that his 
life and sacrifice sent our civilization 
in a whole new direction and filled 
millions of lives with purpose.  I pray 
each of us will remember our calling 
and purpose, because God has some-
thing extraordinary for each of us to do.   

In Him, Jered 
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—King’s Breakfast resumes at      
Daylight Donuts on Thursday at 
7:15am. 
—LTC is just around the corner.  
Make sure and finish strong with all 
your practices. 

“ About midnight 
Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing 
hymns to God, and 
the other prisoners 
were listening to 
them.” (Acts 16:25-26) 
  
Last week I men-

tioned the passage, Acts 16:33, but this 
time I want to call your attention to the 
same chapter but verse 25.  This verse 
says that even after Paul and Silas were 
severely flogged they were singing to the 
Lord.  How do you think they were sing-
ing? For sure they were singing with 
faith, with courage, with enthusiasm, 
with confidence in God, and with a 
brave attitude.  Singing in the Church is 
a very important part of the worship 
service because it is the part of the    
worship when every member takes a 
part.  In this congregation we have    
several brothers who lead songs during 
the services in English and Spanish.  
Usually the Sunday morning song leader 
prepares the songs with a week of antici-
pation to be ready for the service. The 
brothers in charge of the sound system 
are ready, and the brothers in charge of 
the PowerPoint have all the slides to-
gether. But when we start the worship 
service, the question is...have we  pre-
pared ourselves to come and worship 
with all our strength to our Lord?  Do 
we sing like Paul and Silas? Are we just 
moving our lips, pretending to sing to 
our Lord?  We need to understand that 
we come to church to worship our God, 
and he sees us.  When we sing we ac-
complish several objectives. 1. We sing 
to praise our God.  2. We sing to encour-
age our brothers and sisters in Christ. 3. 
We sing to encourage and preach to our 
visitors.  Let’s try to do our best and sing 
with all our hearts to our God.  And let’s 
always remember this great example of 
Paul and Silas.  ...and the other prison-
ers were listening to them.” 
 
Is any one of you in trouble? He should 
pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing 
songs of praise.  (James 5:13) 
 

God bless you, Marcelino 
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LTC parent meeting on 
Wednesday, March 25 in 

Room 6 after classes. 
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