
 In this Internet savvy generation the 
term “firewall” is not only common, but it is 
also an essential component for the proper func-
tioning of your personal computer.  To ignore a 
firewall’s value is to put yourself at risk of   
losing all that is important to you on your hard 
drive.  Literally hours and hours of important 
information can be lost if you fail to maintain an 
adequate firewall as part of your standard equip-
ment.  It cares little about your knowledge base, 

your good intentions, your busy schedule or the value of what is at 
risk of being lost.  Therefore, ignorance and being too busy is no 
excuse against it and of no help if you are attacked. 
 A firewall is usually defined as a system  that enforces an 
access control policy between two networks.  I wonder, are you 
applying your own access control policy between you and the net-
work system of the world today?  You see, the Internet, like the 
spiritual realm, is plagued with those who enjoy the electronic 
equivalent of the thief who comes only to steal and kill and destroy 
everything important to you.  However, when a firewall is used 
properly, it keeps unwelcome thieves out of your network while 
still letting you get your work done. 
 Some two thousand years ago, the Apostle Paul and the 
Apostle John had the same principle of a protective firewall in mind 
when it comes to discerning truth and proper spiritual growth.  The 
Apostle John says there are many antichrists in the world.  The  
Antichrist is one who offers himself as a substitute for Christ.  The 
“anointing” John describes is designed to meet the problem of   
uncertainty in the face of the many deceitful and deceptive concepts 
that are in the world around us.  Like viruses on today’s Internet, 
Satan’s chief strategy is to plant the counterfeit wherever Christ 
plants the truth. 
 The anointing that abides in us is a spiritual hearing and 
eyesight; it enlightens and strengthens our ears and eyes of under-
standing.  The Spirit of God wants to guide us into all truth.  The 
world has always offered substitutes for true Christianity.  They 
offer a counterfeit Jesus for the  real Jesus.  Our mission is to take 
the real Jesus to a lost and dying world.  Are you doing your part??  
May we be hands, feet, and mouthpiece for Jesus everyday! 
 

Patrick  
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Church members—Ann Huffman, Mary Sharber, 
Alan Boyd, Ken Smith, Luther Lilly, Michelle Ander-
son, Gina Barnett, David/Amy Johnson, Payden 
Daniels, Sarah Sissel, Lillian Taylor, Johnny/Pat 
Houser.  
Friends & family— Mike Shields, Juanita McFadden, 
Jesus/Lynn Castillo, Trystan Chapman, Jason Flinn, 
Aaron Hart, Lillian Welch, Brandi Carroll, Savannah 
Brazile, Horace Henson, Melanie Helm, John        
Bernard, Wesley Williams, Amber Offutt, Barbara 
Jones, Teresa Strombach, Brian Tackett, Daisy Smith, 
Jason Burnett, Pete Sisson, Leslie Morton Anita Dake, 
Julie McPherson, Robert Padgett, Dale Hyman,    
Beverly Cope, Beulah Bennington, Kathleen 
Simpkins, Jeri Marie Robinson, Shawn Jordan. 
Deployed military personnel:  Amber Gibson / Zack 
Moss/ Rob Frazier (Iraq).  
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Deer Run Day Camp Meeting—TODAY 
*** 

Middle School Retreat—March 14-15 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—March 15 
*** 

Christian Academy Concert—March 22 
*** 

Junior Jam Egg Hunt—April 4 
*** 

LTC Convention—April 10-12 
*** 

High School Retreat—May 1-3 
*** 

VBS—July 30 thru August 1 

Sympathy—We offer our condolences to Molly 
Woodall upon the loss of her cousin, C. V. “Buddy” 
Flanary, on February 26.  Please keep Molly’s family 
in your prayers during this sad time. 
 
LTC— Fees are  past due, $40 per participant and $20 
per non-participant.  Please give your fees to Doug or 
Jill Faires A.S.A.P. if you haven’t already done so. 
 
Graduating Seniors—Mom’s, be sure to go through 
your family photographs and bring 
5-7 shots of your senior through the 
years to Jered or Margaret in the 
church office.  We don’t want any-
one left out of the slideshow on 
Senior Sunday! 
 
Camp Deer Run Day Camp—June 22-25 / $60 
There will be a short meeting after services today, 
March 8 (Room 6) for parents of children ages 5-8 
interested in day camp. 
 
Junior Jam Egg Hunt—Children ages 2—5 are    

 

invited to Curt & Melissa Poore’s home 
on April 4 between 1:00—3:00pm to 
hunt Easter eggs.  Bring a basket with a 
dozen candy filled eggs to share and 
plan to have a wonderful time. 
 
Newcomer Banquet—Coming soon!  If your family 
is new to the fellowship of Lamar Avenue, plan to 
attend this time of fellowship (date to be determined) 
with the leadership and staff of this congregation. 
 
Christian Concert—Sunday, March 22, the    
Christian Academy of Greater St. Louis Choir  will 
sing at Lamar Avenue beginning at 6:00pm.  Please 
see Rita Pringle if you can help with housing for this 
choral group for one night.  She has a sign-up sheet 
at the Welcome Center.  She also needs help with 
meals.  Let’s make them feel welcome during their 
brief stay in Paris. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Spaghetti/Meatballs! 
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KFC Dates 
& News 
 
Mark your   
calendars: 
 

Junior J.A.M.  (preschoolers) will be 
having an Easter Egg Hunt at 
Melissa Poore’s house on April 
4th (Sat.) from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  
More information to come..... 

 
LTC practices are in full swing.  

Please make sure your kids are at 
the practices they have commit-
ted to.  LTC will be held in   
Dallas on April 10 th – 11th. 

 
Spring Bash @ the Woodall’s on 

Saturday, April 25 th at 4:00p.m.  
We will go over our summer 
plans and just have a parent 
meeting about what all is going 
on.  More information to 
come..... 

 
Pull-Up Diaper Drive for Lubbock 

Children’s Home.  We are     
collecting pull-ups, size 2-3 to 
send to the Children’s Home.  
Deadline is April 29 th.  Please 
help with this service if you can!  
Flyers at the Information Desk. 

 
Camp Scholarships-Don’t forget to 

get your forms in if your child is 
planning to go to CDR day-camp 
or resident camp.  I need these 
no later than June 1st. 

 
VBS planning is getting underway.  

Be thinking of ways you want to 
help.  We will have a meeting 
soon to find out how we can use 
your talents.  Please mark your 
calendars for the following 
dates:   July 30th– August 1st.  
Let’s get excited about this and 
get our kids excited too!!! 
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Who tells us how we 
are supposed to act or 
behave?  Where do we 
learn about what is  
appropriate and what 
isn’t?  Of course, we 
pick up beliefs, values, 
behaviors, and many 
other things from our 

family and friends, but what does our envi-
ronment and culture teach us?  I remember 
growing up and seeing a homeless man 
and my mother cautioning me about talk-
ing to anyone like that or even hanging 
around anyone like that.  My mother was 
just looking out for me, but that built into 
my mind a suspicion and fear of people 
who are different than me.  Now I want to 
ask the question, why do different cultures 
not worship together?  We rarely worship 
with our very own Hispanic church.  We 
also never worship with our brothers and 
sisters at MLK church of Christ.   Is it be-
cause we think they would be uncomfort-
able here or that we would be uncomfort-
able there?  Who told us to build two sepa-
rate buildings and to not worship together 
because we are different races?  I wish 
there was only one church of Christ in 
town and we all had to figure out how to 
worship and be together.  I am excited that 
our leadership is meeting with other local 
churches of Christ to discuss the very idea 
of how to be more unified in Lamar 
County.  I will not be with you as you read 
this Sunday morning because I wanted to 
take a small group and encourage our 
brothers and sisters at MLK church of 
Christ.  I wanted to make a gesture of 
unity, especially since our leadership is 
trying to discuss these very things.  I think 
Christ certainly wants us to look for ways 
to be more alike and together instead of 
separate and apart.  Pray for unity in all 
areas of your life this week.   

In Him, Jered 
 
��������	
���������

��������	
���������

��������	
���������

��������	
���������

 ����
—King’s Breakfast is at Daylight 
Donuts on Thursday at 7:15am before 
school. 
—Middle School Retreat is March 14-
15 at Camp Deer Run. We hope all our  
middle school teens will come and be a 
part of this wonderful time. 

“Grow up into Him” 
Instead, speaking the 

truth in love, we will in 
all things grow up into 
him who is the Head, 

that is, Christ.  
(Ephesians 4:15) 

 
Do you remember 
the day you left for 

the first time to go to college or to a job 
in another town?  That was the day when 
you decided it was time to start your 
own life. That was something you per-
haps didn't realize at the moment but 
you took that step at that time.  I remem-
ber the last Sunday at my home congre-
gation before I came to study at the 
School of Preaching in Lubbock, Texas.  
For me that step was so emotional and 
so was that transition in my life. I was 
growing, and sometimes this is some-
thing we do not want. At that moment I 
was taking a big step in my life. I was 
leaving my family and my home.  I was 
around 17, and let me tell you, it was a 
big challenge for me because I was born 
in the United States but I grew up in 
México. Coming to another country was 
kind of scary.  That Sunday in church 
my father explained in his sermon to me 
and the congregation that sometimes in 
our life it is time to fly.  We need to 
leave the nest. He explained that the 
eagles, when they know that their little 
ones know how to fly, destroy the nest 
so the little eagles do not come back. 
That means they are ready to start grow-
ing and living their own lives.  I think it 
is like that in our spiritual life, when we 
come to Christ, we are like babies that 
need to be fed with spiritual milk. We 
need the word of God to mature as 
Christians (1 Peter 2:1-2), but we also 
need to grow to the point that we do not 
stay like babies spiritually.  (Hebrews 
5:11-14)  We need to start flying on our 
own.  I know this is a process and takes 
time, but do we really want to grow or 
are we just wanting to be babies in 
Christ?  The desire of God for us is like 
the desire a Father has for his kids as 
they grow.  Christians need to grow up 
into Him.  (Eph. 4:11-16) 

 
God bless you, 

Marcelino Rodriguez Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Life in Holy Community #5 

Counterfeit Christianity 
1 John 2:18-27 

 
“______________ or ________________” may be lots of fun as 
a game show, but it is a serious matter when it comes to 
____________________ and __________________ God. 
 
Almost every generation has some version of where people are 
offered a _______________ Jesus, or a ______________ gospel. 
 
“________________________” is a spirit of opposition to God. 
 
In groups built on this sort of power to abuse people, religion/
Christianity becomes a way to __________________ rather than 
_______________.  Holy Scripture becomes a _______________ 
rather than a ______________________. 
 
_____________ referenced such people once with these words:     
(Matt. 7:21-23). 
_____________ wrote about them and said: (1 Tim. 4:1-3;  
2 Tim. 3:1-9). 
_____________ gives this clear, stern warning:  (1 John 2:18-27) 
 
So how can we defend ourselves against these_______________- 
Christians who claim to be anointed with special God-given insights? 
 
 ̈ You are the ones with an _____________________! 
 ̈ You are the ones with _____________________! 
 ̈ You are the ones who will ________________, ______________, 

and _______________. 


