Arabian horses go through rigorou
training in the deserts of the Middle East. THe
trainers require absolute obedience from the
horses, and test them to see if they are com-
pletely trained. The final test is almost beyon
the endurance of any living thing. The trainefs
force the horses to go without water for ma
days. Then he turns them loose and of course
they start running toward the water, but just gs
they get to the edge, ready to plunge in arfd
drink, the trainer blows his whistle. The horsgs
who have been completely trained and who have learndecpel
obedience stop. They turn around and come pacing battie to !
trainer. They stand there quivering, wanting water tioey wait in
perfect obedience. When the trainer is sure that hthbaisobedi-
ence he gives them a signal to go back to drink. Nsvmay be

severe but when you are on the trackless desert of el your # $ %
life is entrusted to a horse, you had better haveimettsobedient
horse. The same is true for our lives spirituallye. mvust accept
God’s training and obey Him.

Obedience is one of those issues we seem to strugble v 0 .
in life. We forget the simple fact that we are notamtrol. Obedi- Y&
ence is an act of surrendering our will to the will loé tMaster,
which is an essential trait to living as a discipld@us. ( )$* +

The issue of obedience is one that you deal with elayy
You decide to obey the divine direction that God gives yBaing ! "
obedient brings the blessing of God upon our lives. Teelience
to Jesus allows Him the opportunity to take up residengeum .- ) /'
life. The more you obey, the greater place He cae ralife. So,
| ask you today:Have you allowed Jesus to come and truly take pp 7% %
residence in YOUR life?
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You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday.
Group—1—Spencer/Wickes 5:00 @ Weeks ( #& (
Group—2—Gage/Hyatt 12:00 @ Wade Park
Group—3—Cannon/McGee 5:00 @ Cato o+ (-
Group—4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley 6:00 @ Building "
Group—-5—-Jones/Woodall 5:00 @ Lowrey % +
Group—6—-Bulls/Vinson 12:00 @ Vinson
Group—7—-Bollman/Christ 5:00 @ Janes
Group—--8—Benedick/Spencer 5:00 @ C/R Spence
Group—9—Fendley/Bolton 5:00 @ Elliott e R &
Group—10—Peace/Wood 5:00 @ Parkman " , 1/
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence 5:00 @ Russell "0 / * 11
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore 12:00 @ Wade Park ’ :

g@au are ui_s'iﬁr:g wWith tes Chis 120735779 we want fo welcome Yo A5 our ﬁanare@ue;f,
e rray that owur Waryﬁip will 6ri129 Gﬁyr:y o God and be o sowurce af encaur@emenz‘ fo Yo,



jects being offered and the class location.

Church  members—Tammy Huffman, Doug Sparks,

Wednesday Evening ClassesNew Bible classes began this
week. Pick up a sheet at the Welcome Center fat aflisub-

Langdon Barnett, Roxanne Raper, Lindsay McCartelhank You Note—With sincere appreciation, we both send
Mary Sharber, John Figgins, Jim Hyatt, Dolores Parkethanks to the hostesses and attendees of our weddingrsho
Maureen Gordon, Ed Bullard, Connie Ausmus, Lillianfor your lovely gifts and for your thoughtful wishes too.

Taylor.
Friends & family—Kerby Lindsey, Lois Haefele, Jake

Jeanie Jackson & Brad Cecil

Snodgrass, Mike Shields, Pete Sisson, Amber Offutt, Greg
Ballard, Jason Flinn, Riggs Family, Ann Thompson, Tina
Ruby, Ruby Partin, Teresa Masser, Lauri Gingles, Beulah
Bennington, Charles Grimes, Brandon Simmons, Charles
Maughon, Vic Ressler, Joey Musgrove, Adam Hamilton,
June Zant, Ruth Powell, Guy Langston, Margaret Green,
Alaka Walters, Mike Grigsby.

r—Ee—————-——-_- - - —_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——_—_—_—_—_——_——_—————

: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks :
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedamas... |
| the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl I

1" # |

Wedding Shower—Honoring Katie Shields & Kyle Fonville
today from 1:00—2:30pm. Selections: Gene the Jeweler’'s
Hosting: Group 2, Linda Erwin

If you have ever been deferred for low irorcheekseth thei

CARTER BLOOD CENTER
Wednesday, April 22, 2009

Lamar Avenue Outreach Building 3:30pm—38:00p
*CBC staff will accommodate donors waiting at 8pn

You must be at least 17 years of age and irggeddrahlt
You must weigh at least 110 pounds

You must have eaten a full meal within fouefooeidonatin
It must be 56 days since your last donation

You must have a valid photo ID (must inclddéebirth
You cannot be taking antibiotics, Accutaneg RapPeascar
You cannot have a cold, Flu or feel sick

Additional restrictions may apply and willrbenddtby a CB
guestionnaire.

staff first. Low iron has been the most conspron rea
for being turned doGN UP COMING SOON.

Graduating Seniors—Moms, please bring 5-7 shots of your
seniorthrough the yearto Jered or Margaret in the officesap!

Newcomer Banquet—April 26th! If your family is new to the
fellowship of Lamar Avenue, plan to attend this timeediow-
ship with the leadership and staff of this congregation.

KFC Spring Fling—All KFC families are invited to the Louie
& Marolyn Woodall Ranch for a hotdog cookout and felloysshi
Date: 04/25/09; Time: 4pm—38pm. Please bring your own lawn
chairs. R.S.V.P. to Tanya Welch so she can get adoead!

KFC Kids Service Challenge—Help the Children’s Home in
Lubbock by bringing a package of size 2-3 pull-ups to bév-del
ered to them on April 29th. Our goal is 50 packages!!! (dau
place them by Tanya’s office door.)

Brazile Trip Meeting— Anyone interested in going on this trip
please attend after class Wed., April 8 in Elders Geatm.

LTC Parents & Students Meeting—Wednesday, April 8 in
Room 6 immediately following classes.

LTC— Anyone who wishes to help...please sign up on thedists
the Welcome Center to bring breakfast and lunch itemsur
group going to LTC. This will help keep individual expenses
down. Thank you for supporting this ministry.

LTC Celebration Service & Sandwich Supper—April 12 at
6pm with supper to follow at 7pm. Please bring sandwichés an
other finger foods to share.

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate

Entrée: Chili!

COMING EVENTS...

Family LIFE Groups—Today

Shields/Fonville Wedding Shower—Today

*kk

LTC Convention—April 10-12

*kk

Blood Drive—April 22

*kk

KFC Spring Fling—April 25
*k*

Newcomer Banquet—April 26

*k*
High School Retreat—May 1-3
*k*
Senior Sunday—May 24
*k*

VBS—July 30 thru August 1

m*
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Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
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Someone mentioned to Last Satur; This past Wednesday,
me the other day that day we had therivi- | sat in a room of

they didn't realize lege to travel to about thirty ladies

wore contact lenses. | | Texarkana for the and watched my saon
have had to wear con- Youth Meeting at the Justin read a passage
tacts since I was eight. Walnut Church of from the Bible. My

| have terrible visio Christ. We met with heart swelled and my
and if you caught me around 25 other eyes teared up as he
without my contacts o

walked to the front of

>

| would not recogniz congregations fron
g exas and Arkansas. Around 320 peogp|éhe room. He was nervous and | was

you at any distance unless | heard OLkwere present that day. nervous for him. Reading is definitely

oice. So when my son developed pin : : .
\e/yle this weevlv< I pani?:/ked bec;useppinkle e In our youth group, we have| g ot one of his favorite things to do,
is very contagious. | have had it beforeWho have studied the book of Daniel inmuch less stand in front of people and

and if it gets in my eyes then | can't w arthese past months and | want to gon!€ad aloud. He did not want to do this. |
: told him if he would just start now while
my contacts and | currently have nogdratulate them because they did a won, her | Id b
glasses. By the way, if you saw me wearderful job on the Bible questionnaire an jhe was young then it would not be so
ing glasses they would look like coke contest. They participated with 22 other ard _When he got older. Those are words
bottle lenses—truly a sight to see! | wouldchurches and came in sixth place in th@f wisdom but they probably meant
be lost without my contacts and thecontest. It is fair to say that the teamnOtNing to him at the moment. He did a
thought of having an infection or pink eyewho won had around 20 members. [Fopvonderful job and I was very proud jof
scares me because | would be rendereslre it was easier to learn fewer verseQIM- The reason Justin was reading for
incompetent. It sounds silly but we don’tper team member than with our teamt 'S €1ass is that he is preparing to read at

realize what we truly depend on until it i$\who needed to study more than a chaptel"! LTC convention April 10 - 11. LTC

{ . ..

gone. Thankiully I haven't gotten pink per person. This was a great experienc tﬁﬂds Tfﬁf L eadership Trgt_lnlng for
eye and God has blessed us in many othefyq it was good to learn from this kind o rist. This Is faET%Jt_statn ng _p:ogralm.
ways we don’t always see. Our spiritualy 4ctivity. ~We thank God for this op- Che' ;t)_urpotsedo | t'ﬁ 0 kaSS'Sl goun?
vision is also probably something that W‘fportunity and we thank the church |in =nrstans to develop their knowledge o
don't realize. God is at work all around|us . ._Ithe Bible, enhance their communication
and gives us signals and clues to what he .Texarkana,_ along with our - Spedial ;g leadership skills, and orient their
doing. How many of us are like me with+ 't?rot_her, ‘_]a_|me Valdez, who is the |_'S'energies and abilities,to areas of Chris-
out my glasses? They are missing God panic Mln!ster there. tian service. Events our kids are prepar-
big picture and plan to redeem thosge This last Sa’Furday_ we had theing for include: reading scripture, song
around us. He wants us to use the gifts ang'@nce to clean a little bit around thejeaging, preparing and giving a speech,
talents we have to serve others. We simplproperty across the street from theriting stories, writing poetry, art work,
must take the time to truly see what he ghurch building. We also met tOQGthermemorizing scripture, teaching classes,
showing us. Look for opportunities to seeto make plans and arrangements for| ougng signing songs and scripture for [the
Jesus working around you this next week.| gospel meeting in the month of May, deaf. Some of the group events include

In Him, Jered Our Gospel Meeting will be the 15, 16 grama, puppets, and chorus. We also
and 17of May. This will be a good| have kids developing their Bible knowl-

— . opportunity to celebrate our five yearedge through intense study of the book
—King's Breakfastat Daylight Donuts on | anniversary in the Hispanic congrega-of John and they will participate in| a

Thursday at 7:15am. o tion. The time is running so fast and it isBible quiz or Bible bowl at the conven-
—LTC is almost here. Finish strong with incredible how we have already comttion. There are many events that encom-
practice and we'll see you at the convention. pleted 5 years. | want to thank God, anthass a variety of areas in which our kids
—High School Retreais May 1-3 at Deer | every one of the members of this congreare talented. God gives each of us a gift
Run. It costs $55 and is for all our hlgf gation, for your Support and word |of and it is up to us parents to encourage
school students. encouragement. Thanks to the eldersour child in his/her giftedness. These
—'l Love My Youth Group Month” |deacons and staff for their guidancekids have worked hard and deserve
makes its return starting the Wednesdayjay God let us continue this effort, andrecognition for their efforts. | am proud
after LTC on April 15. Welcome back and pring more people to Christ our Lord. | |of each one for their commitment and

we look forward to an exciting four weeks love in learning to serve God in a variety
of fun and activities. Stay tuned for more  Thank you and God bless you, of ways. | also want to thank many of

details. Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. you in advance for signing up to bring

—Summer Calendarsind dates are posted food items for us to take. It is encourag-
for all activities this summer. Check on the ing to me to see so many willing to help

youth board or pick up a calendar at the when asked. What a great example of
Welcome Center. being a servant you all are!




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SERMON NOTES. . .

Life in Holy Community #8
Blessed Assurance
| John 3:19-24

John names three
who practice Christian love:

A (v.19-20)

Luke 10:38-42
Mark 16:7

In John’s context, he moves away from a general sense abo
one’s to the very spe
commandment about one another in

that will come to believer

ut
cific

The call from God on our lives is to “
“ " our hearts by looking to both the

and

A P (v.21-22)

V.22 hits it right on the head: We obey his

or

of the one who is “greater than our hearts,
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and do what him.

A (v.23-24)

God has taken us out of the
us up.

of this world an
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