If there’s one thing about God that He
desires for His children, it is the truth that we
can live our life being confident of a relation
ship with him. As you study the martyrs whd
died for the Christian faith, you realize they
passed from this life because they believed with
all their heart that the message was true. Thé¢re
was no wishy-washiness there. They wele Lin
ready to stand up for God and even face death I"#"$
rather than deny Him. ' "
Today, in America, it is a very interesting time teeli $% & I"#
Our first settlers came to America seekireedom of religion.The $! " ( "#'$
sad thing today is how many are seekfrapdom from religion. ) '
Scripture speaks of God as one who protects, shelterd, I"
defends—and for those who choose to serve God, they are[no
running from reality but are embracing the only ultimatality ) * ) &
there is. We are not retreating from life, but digrawy the source *
of life itself. Eternal life is not just something wet after this life, ) + )
it is something we have in the here and now. " #
What confidence and courage we gain when we turn gur
lives over to the sustaining power of the Almighty—theyon -0 &+ "
comforter there is. $ #
Here is something we can know for sure: If you hidnee
Son, you have eternal life. If you don’t have the Say gon’t | / 0 1
have life. Itisn’t “either/or”. There is no multgkhoice here, and ,
you must decide. Is Jesus Christ your Lord & Savior?yddohave $ 9%6&
the promise of everlasting life? 0% 23 I"$
Patrick
456 ' 7 |
4#+ 3 5 2/ I"#
You are encouraged to meet with your group this Sunday. # 0 *"
Group—1—Spencer/Wickes 5:00 @ J/G Spence .
Group—2—Gage/Hyatt 12:00 @ L/C Johnson $ 5 2 I""g
Group—3—Cannon/McGee 11:30 @ Old Kitchen
Group—4—Bishop/Boyd/Hanley 6:00 @ Building # , -9, /
Group—5—Jones/Woodall 5:00 @ Outreach Bldg # '
Group—6—-Bulls/Vinson 12:00 @ Ervin
Group—7—-Bollman/Christ 12:00 @ Wade Park
Group—_8—Benedick/Spencer 5:00 @ Kerby
Group—9—Fendley/Bolton 5:00 @ McClain - $# -
Group—10—Peace/Wood 5:00 @ Stallings #$ . "
Group—11—Faires/Lawrence 5:00 @ Reno Park # _ . $'0
Group—12—J.Cannon/Poore 12:00 @ Poore

If yyoee are visiling With ws (hHhis mor»ing we warnt to welcome Yo A5 our ﬁanare@ue;f,

e rray that owur Waryﬁip will 6ri129 Gﬁyr:y o God and be o sowurce af encaur@emenz‘ fo Yo,
|



mation. Don’t miss out on special events!

Church members—Johnny Bassett, Ruth McFadden,Sth Sunday Format: May 3lst—Please

Mary Sharber, Roxanne Raper, Harley Staley, MikBring enough food for your family and one or
Erwin, Yvonne/Charles Endsley, Shreyll Cooktwo guests. We will have a Devotional after
Derald Bulls. lunch. There will not be an evening service
Friends & family—Milinda Lee, Jake Snodgrass, gt the building.

Ruby Partin, Charles Maughon, Crystal Bennett,

Goosby family, Lilly Rucker, Alycia/Logan Trapp, Ty
Van Meter, Jason Flinn, PeeWee Smallwood, Da

Hyman, Pete Sisson, Ansley Fisher, Alice Markha Please join us as we celebrate
Richard Perry, Rita Allen, Jackie LeFan, Savanng The 50th Wedding Anniversary
Riley, John Madewell, Harmon Graham, Lynn Gré of

ham, Hattie Nelson, Alice Kerby, Hannah Jackso John and Marie F|gg|ns
MiKyla Pickering, Dusti Gaither, Betty Menchaca

Gaye Butler, Marcel Cooke, Phyllis Giguere on Saturday, the sixth of June, 2009
O’Mara baby, Jim Mutnansky, Dorothy Boyd, Beula at 2:00 P.M. until 4:00 P.M.
Bennington, Mike Shields, Amber Offutt, Pete Hyat

Irene Holmes, Kyle Stewart, Rickey McFadden. Lamar Avenue Church of Christ
Deployed military personnel Nathan Xavier Hosted with love by their children

(Aphganistan), Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell Nels Kindly respond by May 30th—903-272-790(
(Iraq).

F—————

: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusas. ..
|
[

_

the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Johnny Marzetti!

1" # |

Ladies Bible Class—his Wednesday is the
final class for the spring session. We will no
meet during the summer months, but will

resume in the fall. COMING EVENTS...

Sign-up Lists—f you would like to be Family LIFE Groups—May 17
involved with theHelping Hands ministry or i
are willing to lead singing or prayers during Senior Sunday—May 24

*kk

our worship times, please sign the appropriate
sheet at the Welcome Center. Direct any 5th Sunday Pot-Luck—May 31

guestions you may have to Paul McClain. ok
Uplift/Harding—June 30-July 3

Bulletin Boards—Check out the various Rk

bulletin boards around the church building for VBS—July 30 thru August 1

invitations, mission updates and youth infor-

"Our pur, is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, equipping His le, and reaching out fo those in need "
prapassstog (proclaiming Jusus, aquipping s pecp ng
|
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During our high schog
retreat

pated in some pray
stations.
cally dealt with the Te

read about in Exody
20. Many of our teen

talked about this prays
station and specifically the emphasis of
first few commandments. The first co
mand is to have no other gods except
and the second is similar to the first w
not making any gods for ourselves.
third deals with respecting God and

name. God chisels out the top three con
mands that are meant to help us in our rel
tionship with Him. Throughout the Bible

q

f»

it describes God as a jealous god.

makes sense that God's top three com-
mands are to pay attention to Him alone.
reg
1y
seen any of us making wooden or ston

hate to say it but I’'m not sure our top th
are the same as God’'s. Lately, | hawv

idols to worship, but | sure see a lot of
distracted with everything but our relatig
ship with God. Our culture stands direc
against God’s plan for us. It keeps us
busy thatust to maintainwe usually hav

to sacrifice God's first two commands

However, | would also say that we are

busy with what wewant to be busy with|.
Daniel is a good comparison to us becau
r
ayl
t
nk

OMwe decide to depart from Him and se
ra

even though he helped rule a kingdom
still found time to pray three times a d
If he can do it maybe we can learn how
have a closer walk with God. | don't thi
God is asking either. The tone | get fr
the Ten Commandments, if | were p3
phrasing God, i8This is how it is going tc
be, otherwise we are going to have pr

three are on my top three and | encout
you to do the same.

—Open Youth RoomTuesday, May 1
from 7-9pm.

—Kings BreakfastThursday, May 21 &
7:15am at Daylight Donuts.

—Summer Interns, Clayton and Krist
will be here June'®

—Harding Uplift is June 27-July 3. If yo
are going. please pay a $50 deposit by
end of school.

—Mission Trip to Boles Home is July 1
23. Sign up on the youth board.

a couple of
weeks ago we partici-
er
One specifi-
n
Commandments that we

Those who accepte
his message we

three thousand wer
ber that day, prais

ing God and enjoy
ing the favor of all

th
m
(GQ
ith
Th
His

dwf Christ.

a)

D
: ObHim through our bad attitudes and

lems.” | have to ask myself if God’s top
a

55

[wd

th

9-

the people. And th
&vho were being savedAéts 2:41, 47)

)q-|e is a former member of the churg

1f_;tt times, but no such thing exists. Th

ship with God.

Let me tell you something.
the church, we arm or we areout, but
e cannot be in the middle. (Rev. 3:
16.) In Acts 2:41 and 47, the Bible te

ple who obey the gospel of Christ. T
.means that when we obey through b
tism we become members of the chu
We become part of the bg
of Christ. The Bible also teaches us t
when a person is not faithful to Chr
[that person loses his relationship w
Christ.

se What a privilege we have to
enembers of the church Jesus bod
with his precious blood. We have t
blessing to be called His brothe
(Hebrews 2:11) The sad thing is wh

Tate ourselves from His communion.
doesn’t depart from us, we depart fr

The church is not like a club where y

church is a personal relationship w
God through Christ and serving oth
so they can know Him and become f
of his body. James 4:4-8 is very cle
Verse 4 says if we want to be friends
the world we become enemies of G
but verse 8 says if we want to co
closer to God, He will draw closer to
more and more.
the good fight until the end of our liv
or until Jesus comes. Let's appreciate
blessing and the privilege we have tq
members of the church of Christ,

baptized, and abou

4%

added to their numr

Lord added to their number daily those

“He used to come to church.

14

aIs that God adds to the church the pe
ha

—

Lately, we have had
the potential for some
pretty bad storms in
Paris.....heavy
high  winds,
threats of tornadoes.
Thankfully God ha
continued to calm the
storms before any-

”

h

s no such thing as “a former member!
even when we leave behind our relatior)

n

lls

d

is

be
g

e
P4

on
sin.
oul
h
ith
ers
Dal

us

es
th

church that Jesus built.

ene

Os when most will truly seek him.
tJames, chapter 5, it states that if anyone
aPof you is in trouble, he should pray.
rchalso says to confess our sins (
Ywould include fear & worry) to one an-
habther and pray for one another for the

ithand effective.

hare facing life’s storms.
hethis we have to feel comfortable wijth
rs.
hour hearts. Do we do this? Do we|let
ydown our guards to share with one |an-
HeoOther, to cry out in need of the prayers of
ymany? We need to do this more often.

£
ar.
of

od,
meWe will have a parent meeting

thing drastic or har
ful occurred. Likewise, we are all faced
with storms in our own lives, some more
threatening than others. Whether it| be

"but he has not been in the church i1fmanual crises, finding out we have an

ears.” We hear and use these phraseg‘

incurable illness, or watching one of our
children weather their own storm, we |all
still feel fear during these times. Over
and over the bible tells usot to fear an
‘not to worry but to put our trust in Gad.

This is sometimes hard to do when you
are standing in the midst of the storm. |
will venture to say that all of us will turn

“to God when faced with the storms| of

life. When we feel confused or helpless

prayers of the righteous are powerful
As Christ’'s body
should all be able to count on others|for
support and prayers especially when|we
In order to do

one another to share our concerns |and

It
is only then that we will feel the peace
that passes all understanding and healing

JRist pay your fees every month. T owill take place. As parents we need to

always be aware of what our children jare
gomg through, their problems and suc-
esses, and we need to surround them
with prayers on a daily basis.

KFC News:

Wednesday, May 2%, right afte

We need to continueclasses in room 6. Please make plans to

attend this meeting since we haven't had
gne in over 6 months. We will be djs-

peussing our class promotions as well as

theOUr summer plans and our needs for|pa-

rental help.




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SERMON NOTES. . .

Life in Holy Community #12
That You May Know
1 John 5:11-21

We live in a world filled with
In His Word, God speaks with

messa

ges

rather than in

leads to , bt
leads to
In this short document, we have seen two parallel themes:
loving
loving
As you read this passage, you find these meanings. . .
What a concept about . Christians can kno
they are !
What a view of life. It can be lived in

What an attitude it would generate toward the

This assurance has the additional benefit that it givésids
confidence about our relationship with God—especially in

Prayer is not principally to
-form us and to

-form God but to
-form our
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