
 One of the oldest books on warfare 
was written by Sun Tzu.  It’s called the Art of 
War and in its 13 chapters, Sun Tzu  laid down 
some basic principles of how to wage war.  
Amongst his advice were these statements: 
 
¨ All warfare is based on deception. 
¨ Hold out baits to entice the enemy.  Feign 
disorder, and crush him. 

¨ Pretend to be weak, that he may grow arrogant. 
¨ If he is taking his ease, give him no rest.  If his forces are 

united, separate them. 
¨ Attack him where he is unprepared, appear where you are not 

expected. 
¨ If he is secure at all points, be prepared for him.  If he is in  

superior strength, evade him. 
  
 Now, those seem like common sense rules.  And for centu-
ries, generals and military leaders have studied Sun Tzu’s teachings 
and used them for the basis of their battles and military campaigns.  
This is how battles are waged and how wars are won. 
 In our story today, King Jehoshaphat faced a serious crisis.  
Judah was faced with an impossible situation...an army that was too 
large to defeat.  You and I face struggles and battles today that seem 
impossible for us to go through.  It’s during these times that we are 
tempted to throw in the towel and give up on everybody and every-
thing.  What do we do when we face those moments in life when 
we just don’t know what to do?  The story of Jehoshaphat gives us a 
picture of what we can do when we simply don’t know what to do.  
We learn from the story of Jehoshaphat just what our spiritual 
weapons are. 
 And yet—because God was in it—they came away victori-
ous.  Judah did NOT go out to battle because they believed their 
army could win the battle.  They went because they believed that’s 
where God wanted them to go and they trusted God for the out-
come.  In the midst of spiritual warfare, it is essential we stay fo-
cused on what Almighty God has already done and what He is 
ready to do all over again. 
 Are you focusing on your battles or are you realizing that 
the battles belong to the Lord? 
 

Patrick  
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Church members—June Preston, Lacy Nabors, John 
Gentry, Jenna Kate Benedick, Dorothy Pearce, Kim-
berly Daniels, Johnny Bassett, Ruth McFadden, Mary 
Sharber,   Roxanne Raper, Harley Staley, Mike Erwin.  
Friends & family— James/Celia Dodd, Gene Bryant, 
Phillip Nabors, Charles Walker, Charles Ryser, 
Reynaldo Guillen, Amber Offutt, Mike Shields,    
Beulah Bennington, Karen Anderson, Jeff Jones, 
Hyatt family, Adrianne Epps, Milinda Lee, Jake 
Snodgrass, Charles Maughon, Crystal Bennett, 
Goosby family, Lilly Rucker, Alycia/Logan Trapp,  
Ty Van Meter, Jason Flinn, PeeWee Smallwood, Dale 
Hyman, Pete Sisson, Ansley Fisher, Alice Markham, 
Richard Perry, Rita Allen, Savannah Riley, John 
Madewell, Harmon Graham, Lynn Graham.  
Deployed military personnel: Nathan Xavier 
(Aphganistan), Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell Nelson 
(Iraq).  
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5th Sunday Pot-Luck—TODAY 
*** 

Uplift/Harding—June 30-July 3 
*** 

VBS—July 30 thru August 1 

Sympathy—We extend our condolences to Derald 
Bulls and family upon the loss of his aunt, Jackie   
LeFan, on May 20th. Our sympathy also goes out to 
Cheryl Bullard and her family upon the loss of her 
uncle, Lloyd Keller , on the 21st and Peggy Robinson 
and her family upon the passing of her father, David 
Buster, on the 21st.  Bill & Nancy Partin lost Bill’s 
mother, Ruby Partin, on Memorial Day.  Mrs. Partin 
was 94 years old.  Please remember these families in 
prayer during this difficult time of separation. 
 
Thank You Note—Dearest LACOC family, I would 
like to say thank you from the bottom of my heart—
your support of my spring break mission trip made it 
possible for my team to minister to many of Atlanta’s 
homeless.  This trip was truly a blessing—thank you! 
   In Him, Haley Bulls 
 
Dear friends, your prayers and concern for me during 
my illness was so-o-o appreciated.  The notes and calls 

 

were so kind.  I truly feel blessed.  
   Love, Betty Menchaca  
 
Latch Key needs two drivers for next year.  Please 
see James Hanley if you can help with this ministry. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Taco Salad! 

Together with their parents 
Kathryn Brooke Shields 

& 
Kyle Benjamin Fonville 

request the honor of your presence  
at their marriage  

on Saturday, June 13, 2009 
at seven thirty in the evening 
Central Presbyterian Church 

309 South Church St., Paris, Texas 
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We are taught from 
an early age to make 
choices whether it be 
what to wear? What 
to eat?  What toy do I 
want to play with?  
Later in life we are 
encouraged to make 
even wiser choices... 
What music do I lis-

ten to?  What movies do I watch? What 
friends do I hang out with and thus begin 
to imitate?  Still later we are faced with 
choices that call for great discernment... 
What do I want to do with my life?  
What am I looking for in a life-long 
mate? How do I spend my money?  
These are all tough decisions that our 
seniors are facing right now during this 
transitional stage in their life. These de-
cisions will have a great impact on their 
future.  As parents we can have confi-
dence that our kids will continue to 
make wise choices if  we have instilled in 
them the importance of keeping God 
first and seeking the advice of wiser, 
Godly people.  That doesn’t just happen 
over night.  It is a life long process for 
our children that begins at a very young 
age.  We have to allow our very young 
children to make choices and then en-
courage them to make better choices.  
Sometimes we even have to see them 
hurt because of choices they made.  
However, if we begin when they are 
young instilling a strong need for 
God’s direction and not just their own 
desires, they will seek Him first when 
faced with life’s decisions. They might 
still make “wrong” choices (according to 
us parents), but if they are truly seeking 
what God desires for them, then their 
choices will be made “right.” 
“And we know that all things work  
together for good to those who love 
God, who are called according to His 
purpose.”  Romans 8:28 
 
KFC NEWS: 
Terrific Tuesdays will kick off on June 
9th with a trip to Sulphur Springs.  We 
will go bowling and then to the Castle 
Park to play and enjoy a picnic lunch.  
Please send $4.00 for bowling and a 
sack lunch with your child. This is for 
our Kindergarten thru 5th grade age kids.  
If you have younger children that want 
to come then they must be accompanied 
by a parent.  We will meet at the build-
ing at 8:00am and return by 3:00pm. 
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As I drove home with 
my family from the 
hospital my son got 
hungry and asked for 
something to eat.  We 
gave him some goldfish 
and he began to eat 
them.  He then decided 
he wanted to share with 

his new baby sister, Jenna Kate.  We tried 
to explain she doesn’t eat solid food and 
that she only drinks milk.  He didn’t under-
stand but accepted what we said.  Paul 
discusses the difference between Chris-
tians who need milk and solid food.  The 
expectation is for us as Christians to grow 
and eventually not be taught but become 
teachers. Paul’s expectation and God’s 
expectation is for us to eventually be able 
to go put our faith into action both inside 
and outside the church.  My challenge for 
us is to try and grow in our spiritual gifts.  
I even hope we can take some risks.  For 
example, our children and teens are always 
looking for people who are interested in 
teaching or helping mentor them. Our 
church has unique ministries that may need 
some skills that only you can provide.  For 
example, our helping hands ministry, out-
reach ministries, or involvement ministry.  
There are lots of things to do inside and 
outside the church.  I know many of us too 
need to be filled, but I think we grow and 
express our faith as mature Christians 
when we are doing something for Christ. 
My challenge for us is to continue to find a 
place to work for Christ no matter what 
our age or experience is.  Have a good 
week.  

In Him, Jered 
 
YOUTH NEWS AND NOTES 
1. No more King’s Breakfast until next 
school year! Thanks for coming this year! 
2. Float Trip for all teens is Thursday, June 
11 and costs $35. Sign up on the youth 
board. 
3. Our interns, Krista and Clayton, will be 
here June 6. We look forward to them 
coming. 
4. Sign up for our other summer trips to 
Harding’s Uplift and our mission trip to 
Bole’s Home. 

1 Peter 5:7 
Cast all your anxi-
ety on him because 
he cares for you. 
Are we ready for 
the unexpected? I 
am talking about an 
accident, a sick-

ness, or maybe the death of a loved 
one. I am thinking we are never 
ready for all the things we confront 
in life.  But I am sure that God allows 
trials in our life that He knows we 
can tolerate.  But I think it is a daily 
process to get ready for the times of 
trials.  Very often it is good to see the 
kind of trial of the person next to us 
and know they are not even close to 
what we are experiencing in our life.  
We need to thank God for all the 
blessings we have daily, our family, 
our health, our friends and brothers 
in Christ, our salvation in Christ, and 
all the other blessings we have.  We 
need to stop complaining of all the 
simple things that sometimes we 
make a big deal over. It’s incredible 
how we worry so much over so many 
simple things.  It’s incredible how 
picky we are sometimes with what 
we want to eat.  A very simple exam-
ple is when we order a hamburger we 
say, “No mustard, no mayo, no pick-
les and only meat.”  And if for some 
reason the burger comes with all that 
we get really mad. Why don’t we just 
appreciate the fact that we can eat 
that food without assistance and can 
process it through our system, be-
cause sometimes that simple function 
of our body is a privilege that others 
do not have. Because we are able to 
do it every day we do not appreciate 
it.  Let’s try to be happy and let’s 
pray for our brothers and sisters who 
lately are in the hospitals and strug-
gling in different ways in their lives. 
 

Thank you and God bless you, 
Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 

From Crisis to Conquest 
2nd Chronicles 20:1-21 

 
There comes a time in the life of every believer when we are 
faced with what seems to be an _____________  ____________. 
 
In the Old Testament, there’s a story about a man named 
__________________. 
 
The story of ________________ gives us a picture of what we 
can do when we simply don’t know what to do.  We learn from 
this story what our _______________  _______________ are. 
 
1. The first weapon is _________________________ (v.3-12) 

2. The second weapon is the _____________________ of the 

____________________.  (v.13-17) 

3. The third weapon is the ___________________. (v.18-19) 

 
¨ We ought to praise the Lord __________the battle. (v.18-19) 
¨ We ought to praise the Lord __________the battle. (v.20-21) 
¨ We ought to praise the Lord __________the victory is won.  

(v.25-26) 
 
Because of the victory God brought them, Judah renamed the 
valley The Valley of Berachah which means:  “The valley of 
_________________ or _________________.” 
 
Jehosphaphat went from a _________________________ to a 
______________________. 
 


