
Atop the hill in Washington, D.C. stands 
the Capitol Building of the United States of 
America. The cornerstone was laid in 1793, 
but the crowning touch is the statue on top 
of the rotunda known as the “Freedom 
Lady” that was placed there in 1863. The 
Freedom Lady stands nearly 20 feet tall 
(that’s some lady) and stands proudly atop 
the dome. A crest of stars frames her face. 

A shield of Stars and Stripes is in her left hand. 
 
Sculpted in Rome, “the Lady” was brought to America 
aboard a sailing ship. During the trip across the Atlantic 
Ocean a fierce storm developed. The Captain ordered cargo 
thrown overboard to lighten the load. The sailors wanted to 
throw the heavy statue overboard, but the captain refused, 
shouting over the wind, “No! Never! We’ll flounder before 
we throw ‘Freedom’ away.” And so, “Freedom” was saved, 
and the statue stands above the dome today because one man 
stood for “Freedom.” 
 
Yesterday our nation celebrated Independence Day. For 
Americans, it should be a day that reminds us how blessed we 
are.  Liberty never looks as sweet as it does when we do not 
possess it.  Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Our 
founding fathers came from a religiously repressive environ-
ment. These were men of different religious outlooks. But 
they had a burning desire to live where they were free to  
worship God as they saw fit. Many of our most important 
documents are framed around their love of God.    
 
Prisoners yearn for freedom as do people who are enslaved 
by sin. They want to be free from the sins that make their 
lives miserable. Jesus tells of a way to have that freedom - 
"know the truth."  Jesus is "the truth" (John 14:6). Truth is 
not an abstract concept; it’s a reality.  As Christians, we come 
this morning to celebrate a common salvation and a common 
faith that we have in Jesus.  Now, that’s what I call freedom! 
 

Patrick 
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Church members—Anita Roden, Grace Francis, Doris/Jackie 
Helm, Jim Hyatt, Dolores Parker, Ann Huffman, Travis Trussel, 
Johnny Bassett, Mary Sharber.  
Friends & family— Holly Pushefski, Kathlene Simpkins,    
Brandon Allen, J. C. Pomroy, Kara Collard, Lilly Rucker, Paul 
Benoit, Dorothy Boyd, Juanita Fisher, Belinda Icenhower, 
Harmon Graham, Crystal McFadden, Morgan Ernest, Caleb 
Smith, Barbara Carpenter family, Peggy Smith, Courtney Lee, 
Phillip Nabors, Julie Farmer, Peggy Dotson, Hattie Nelson, 
Cameron Hartsell, Linda Legate, Joe DeNoon, Jack Ervin, Dalias 
Dickson, Larry Benjamin, Sarah Maple, Pete/Betty Hyatt, Jason 
Flinn, Mendy Bacon, Lanny  Williams, Amber  Offutt, Beulah 
Bennington. 
Deployed military personnel: Nathan Xavier (Aphganistan),    
Amber Gibson/Joseph Wiseley/Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell   
Nelson  (Iraq), Tyler Graham  (Red Sea) .  
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Terrific Tuesday—July 7 
Teen Lunch & Bible Study—July 7 

*** 
Ray Wedding Shower—July 19 

Teen Mission Trip/Boles Home—July 19-22 
*** 

Teen Lock In—July 26 
*** 

VBS—July 30 thru August 1 
*** 

Disciple Now—August 7-9 

Wedding Shower—You are invited to a wedding shower for 
Brian & Bailee Ray who were married on June 13th.  Their 
shower will be July 19, 1:30-3:00pm at the church building.  
Selections have been made at Spangler’s and Wal-Mart.  
(Hosting:  Group 4, Laura Cannon) 
 
Thank You Notes—Thank you for all your love and support. 
    Aaron Christ 
 
I can’t say thank you enough...not only for the Bible, but for the 
years of support and prayers, also.  Please keep me in your 
prayers as I leave for the Army this month. 
    Landon Garrett 
 
Thank you so much for all your thoughts, prayers, phone calls, 
cards, food, and visits following Gerald’s recent hospital stay.  
All of you are so special to us and we sincerely appreciate all 
you do.  In Christian love,  Gerald & Peggy Jack 
 
Latch Key needs two drivers for next year.  Please see James 
Hanley.  This ministry cannot operate without it’s volunteers! 

 

Vacation Bible School—needs light colored or striped sheets 
and old maps of any kind.  Please put these in the office.  Pre-
registration forms are now available in the foyer. 
 
Ladies—You are invited to meet for Dutch Treat Lunch each 
Wednesday during the summer months.  Meet at the building at 
10:50am...we’ll leave for lunch at 11.   
 
Simple Supper—We have been able to serve tasty 
meals and keep the low price of $2.00.  That low price 
depends heavily on folks signing up Sunday mornings or 
calling by Tuesday.  If  you do not get your name on the 
list, please wait until those signed up have been served.  
Thank you.  
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:  Chicken Fajitas! 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Summer Series 

(Auditorium) 
 

JULY                        AUGUST 
             5        Clint Gage 
8    Derald Bulls           12      Keith Bollman 
15    Clint Spencer           19      Clay Spencer 
22    Paul Vinson           26      Alan Boyd 
29     Wayne Kerby 
 

Children will meet in their regular classes. 

Josh & Jessica Daniels are proud to announce 
the arrival of their daughter, Alexis Faye 
Daniels, on June 24th.  Alexis weighed 7 pounds, 
11 ounces and is 20 inches long.  Her proud 
grandparents are Joe & Kathy Daniels. 
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But even the archan-
gel Michael, when 
he was disputing 
with the devil about 
the body of Moses, 
did not dare to bring 
a slanderous accusa-
tion against him, but 
said, "The Lord  
rebuke you!"   

         (Jude v.9) 
The Bible teaches us that the devil 
fought against Michael for the body of 
Moses, why? Well, the Bible doesn’t tell 
us details about that, but we know some-
thing for sure, the devil wanted the body 
of Moses for no good. That’s why we 
see that God was very careful not to 
leave any thing that man can worship or 
adore. That happened with the bronze 
snake Moses built. In the beginning God 
commanded the people of Israel to look 
upon the snake, but later they began to 
worship the snake and not God.  
(Numbers 21:8-9. and 2 Kings 18:4)  
For example, the Ark of the Covenant, 
where is it right now? We don’t know.  
After the destruction of Jerusalem we do 
not know anything about the Ark. The 
only thing we can see of the furniture 
that was in the temple is the lamp stand 
that appears in the scene that celebrated 
the triumph of Titus, the Roman General 
who destroyed Jerusalem, in the monu-
ment (Titus Ark) in the Roman Forum.  
And this is just one example of many 
objects. For example, where is Noah’s 
Ark? Where is the cross of Christ? 
Where is tomb of Paul?  We don’t know 
and we do not need to know...because  
we walk by faith.  I remember one occa-
sion when a lady came to a building of 
the church of Christ and said, “Why is 
this building is so ugly, why do you not 
have any ‘saints’ on the wall, any 
crosses, any stained glass windows, any 
paintings, etc., etc., etc., why?” Because 
again...we walk by Faith not by sight.   
(2 Corinthians 5:7)  We are the Church. 
We need to be pretty on the inside. We 
need to be saints in our way of life, we 
need to take the cross of Christ into our 
lives every day, we need to be holy   
temples. (Luke 9:23, 1 Corinthian 3:16-
17, 6:19-20)   Let’s believe in God 
through the word of God, (John 20:30-
31). 
 

Thank you, Marcelino 

And He said to them, 
"Why is it that you 
were looking for Me? 
Did you not know that 
I had to be in My Fa-
ther's house?" But they 
did not understand the 
statement which He 
had made to them.  

And He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and He continued in subjection 
to them; and His mother treasured all 
these things in her heart.   And Jesus kept 
increasing in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and men. (Luke 2:49-52)    
 Good morning church! This week 
has been one to remember. I was blessed 
with the opportunity to attend "Uplift" with 
the Youth group this week. It has been a 
life changing experience. The Lord has 
been working on my heart as well as the 
hearts of all of those who have attended, 
both Counselors and students alike. Even 
though our bodies are pretty beat from this 
past week of little sleep and cold Domi-
noes pizza every night at 1:30am, our   
spirits have been renewed with our Savior. 
  It was such a blessing to see God 
working in the hearts of our young people 
this week. I have gotten to see "behind the 
curtain" and I am impressed with their 
desire to grow spiritually. Lord willing, 
and with the help of your prayers and   
encouragement, they will keep this fire 
alive throughout the summer and on 
through the school year. 
  On another note, I will have    
already proposed by the time you read this 
today. I flew to Indianapolis on Friday to 
propose to my best friend, and Lord will-
ing my future wife, Miss Shamini Stewart. 
Her engagement ring was made in College 
Station and I had it mailed to Paris in a 
Cracker Jack Box (just kidding). I am 
VERY excited about getting to see her and 
finally popping the question. The Lord has 
truly blessed our friendship and I pray that 
He continues to bless this engagement 
process. 
  Your prayers would be greatly 
appreciated. Thank you all for a wonderful 
Summer thus far. I look forward to seeing 
you this morning.    

God bless you,  Clayton Bassham   
P.S. God loves you. Even if you are a 
Sooner fan.  �  

I know we have heard 
Jesus' Sermon on the 
Mount before.  We 
all know it starts with 
"Blessed are the....for 
theirs is the..."  This 
section of Jesus' ser-
mon is called the 
beatitudes.  However, 
this past week at 

Harding's camp Uplift we heard it ex-
plained so many new and exciting 
ways.  One application discussed how 
the phrase "blessed are the poor in spirit" 
is better interpreted "blessed are those 
who beg for God's spirit."  It has been 
awhile since I have dusted off my Greek 
Bible but I always enjoy how the origi-
nal text can really help us understand the 
essence of scripture.  Begging for God's 
spirit is something most of us probably 
do not consider doing.  We have all we 
need and we are all healthy. However, if 
you remember Israel in the Old Testa-
ment, they would get in trouble when 
they forgot to remember God and put 
themselves first. Begging for God's spirit 
coincides with another part of the beati-
tudes that discusses hungering and thirst-
ing for righteousness.  Spiritual hunger 
is something God looks for in those who 
call themselves his disciples. He wants 
us anticipating a blessing and word from 
Him.  I pray each of us will seek ways to 
stay hungry for God and His spirit.    

In Him, Jered 
 
Youth News And Notes... 
1.  Lunch and Bible Study will be this 
Tuesday, July 7th from 12:00pm-2pm. 
We will also hand out VBS flyers to 
some surrounding neighborhoods. 
2.  Mission Trip to Boles Home is July 
19-22.  Sign up on the youth board. Cost 
is $50.  We will spend this time serving 
and helping the children of Boles. 
3.  Lock In was moved to Sunday, July 
26 so we could have it at Paris Fitness 
and Aquatics.  Teens can sign up on the 
youth board and we still need one or two 
sponsors. 
4.  Disciple Now...is a back to school  
in-town retreat that will focus on wor-
ship, fellowship, and service. Larry 
Nunley, who used to be a professional 
comedian but is now the preacher for 
Airport Freeway Church of Christ, will 
be our guest speaker. It is the weekend 
of August 7-9 and we will stay in homes. 
This event is for all teens and they can 
sign up on the youth board. 
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