If you are a sports fan, one thing you hayje
probably noticed over the past year is the
number of empty seats at games. Not jus} a
few empty seats, but lots of them. In p
metropolitan area of millions of people you
still see empty seats. | started thinking
about the million dollar players with all
their skills playing in front of what at times
seems like an empty stadium. Now | knoyv
that it depends on who's playing, and some games are njore

crowded than others, but overall we have seen a decling in |
attendance at sporting events because of the economy|and .
cost of tickets to games.
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As we look at scripture, we see something even more trggicq: ¢ ' "

than empty seats and that’'s empty hearts. As we cordunue $% # & ## ( )
new sermon series from Ecclesiaste®rnity in our Hearts, * 4H
we see that King Solomon had everything you could eyer

want from a worldly standpoint and he says that it aths ! "
meaningless. In 1:2, this preacher says “all is vanifytie
Hebrew word translated vanity means “emptiness.” The O# -
problem we struggle with at times is filling our heartsl an
lives with everything this world has to offer, thinking thiat #8% &
will bring us happiness and fulfillment in life. $ . # 0 1

In chapter 3:11, we see the amazing truth that God has| set ' ( )*
eternity in the hearts of men. Ecclesiastes is utginaa
book about God and about our need for Him. Until we reci - H& #. 3 )
nize that need and let God fill it, we will never know what

life is all about. This is why Jesus came, to give usdant : + + o

life. We serve a wonderful God who was willing to saceifid
His Son for the whole world. Why wouldn't we want to pbe &
and worship Him everyday? Why wouldn’t we want o
hearts to be filled with things from above?

=

Perhaps the words in Proverbs 4:23 say it bestove all ' /!
else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. o
/0 1
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If yyoee are visiling With ws (hHhis mor»ing we warnt to welcome Yo A5 our ﬁanare@ue;f,

e rray that owur Waryﬁip will 6ri129 Gﬁyr:y o God and be o sowurce af encaur@emenz‘ fo Yo,
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5th Sunday, August 30-As in the past, we will meet for
Bible class, worship, a pot luck luncheon in the outreach
building followed by a brief devotional, and then be dis-
missed for the day. Enjoy the afternoon and evening doing

Church members—Mierlan/Louise Payne, June Preston,
Jerry Pearce, Johnny Nabors, Gerald Jack, Evelyn Per% . . ; ) X

. mething special with your familyPlease bring enough of
Sf"‘”dra Leath, Ken Smith, Harley Staley, MaureerdGior your favorite food to the Pot Luck for your family and a guest
Dianna Welch, Dolores Parker, Mary Sharber. or two Thanks!)
Friends & family— Amber Offutt, Vonnie Montgomery,

Margie Landers, Mitchell Pitcock, Wendell Rains, JosepBenevolence Clothes ClosetWe are still in need of
Bakewell, Marissa Phillips, Curry Scott, Bob Fowler,men's clothing for any season. We served 20 families
Shelly Chaix, Vanessa Bills, Harmon Graham, Rhondghis week with groceries and/or clothing.

Kittle, Phillip Nabors, Bob Whittaker, Louise McMillan,
Jerry Lough.

Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (Kuwait), -
Nathan Xavier (Aphganistan), Amber Gibson/Josegjh Wednesday Evening

Wiseley/Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell Nelsoadjl Adult Summer Series

Prayer requests: Please contact the church office, or if you woul B AR
like to have your request listed on Molly's blogspaease e-mail (Adults/Auditorium—Children/Regular Classes)

mollywoodall@suddenlink.netTo read the blog, save the followin 08/19 Keith Bollman 08/26 Tom Woo
under “favorites” in your computer: |
www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com

F———— e

: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks—l
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusas... |
|
[

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Fajita Chicken Salad!

the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl :

Baptism by the Jail Ministry: Darren Wayne

Landers was immersed into Christ on August 8thc0MING EVENTS. -
You may send a note of encouragement to 125 Brown

Ave., Paris, TX 75460. 5th Sunday—August 30

*kk

Men's “42” Night—September 3

*kk

Ladies Bible Class Resumes—September 9
Thank You Notes—VBS was awesome! It truly reflected oxk

Romans 12:1-13. It was amazing to see each part of the
body function in it's God given talent. Thank you brothersT €en Fall Retreat @ CDR—September 12-13

and sisters for loving and giving of yourselves. ok

(edited due to space) Robyn Figgins Family LIFE Groups—September 20
*k*

Sympathy—We extend our condolences Amna Bolton

upon the loss of her brotheF, B. Mills of Kemp, on Father/Teen Camp Out—October 9-10

Monday, August 10. Our sympathy also goes ouilotce el

Basinger upon the loss of her cousiBarbara Mathews- Blood Drive—October 21

Simmons-Rains a former member of Lamar Avenue, and sk

to Sheila Icenhower & Marlynn Barnes upon the loss of .
their brotherBilly Ray Miller , on August 12.Please keep NO Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26

these families in your prayers during this difficult time. ok
Family Retreat—November 20-22

"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and reacﬁirg out to those in need "
|



# $% &

Paul ran down the road in haste.
was on a mission. He had to end
movement called “The Way” befo
it became too widespread. In Pat
hands were letters securing

authority to arrest anyone who wa|
part of this new religion. Howeve

Paul was met with a blinding lig
and booming voice challenging him to recons
what he was doing. He was left blind and o
whelmed with Jesus’ own words challenging hin
now be the mouthpiece for the very religious gr|
he was trying to destroy. Paul was converted an
came a disciple for Jesus. Not a quiet tentm
keeping to himself; but instead, a man that could
be kept quiet about the news he had to share re
ing Jesus Christ. Becoming a disciple is not alw
easy, nor are the things that we are often calletbt
This past weekend we had a spiritual retreat c
Disciple Now. It was meant to challenge our teer
realize they are not on the sidelines, but insteadd
batter’s box ready to play and participate in Gg
purpose for their life.
messages, we involved ourselves with ser
projects, and we worshiped. | hope our teens
this past weekend more aware and awake to thg
that Jesus has given each one of us. We are &t
to action and not one of us is made to stand ot
sidelines.

In Him, Jered

—Special thanksto Jay and Gay Spencer and K
and Monica Jones for hosting us in their homes
past weekend for our Disciple Now event.

—We will take a breakand start our youth ever
again in September.
—All Teen Retreat at Camp Deer Rus Septembe
12-13. We will leave that Saturday morning
return by the end of church on Sunday. Sign u
the youth board. More
details coming soon!

T

We listened to challengin

.. .Which Church do you attend? | gq to
the Church of Christ, and you? | go|to
the Church of the Holy Trinity
Reformed, any way, all the churches jare
the same, aren’t they? All the ways take
you to heaven, don't they?. . .
Sometimes when we are in the
middle of a conversation we come across

re
iy 3
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g%‘swer. But, I think if we have a good relationship
at person and we’'ve known them for years, we do not
akfled to lose time and should answer them according to the
MQord of God. We need to answer them using the
gedAd showing them what Jesus said in His word.
vays The space in this bulletin is not enough to cover
0| all the possible answers for this question, but letgme
all#du just one example where we can see the difference
1s| Rgtween churches. Let’s start with something simple|..the
n thame that the church needs to hawéhat is the name that
ydwe need to ha Let’s look in the Bible. In Acts 20:28
we read that Jesus Christ bought the Church with His own
_%Iood. So if the owner of the Church is Christ, which
VIG&ame does the Church need to have? For sure the name is
lafle Church of Christ, because it belongs to Him. Then
cally do we see so many different names on all| the
\khurches in the world and every day another group
te@erges with another name?
Who gives them the authorization to change the
name or put another name#® we start with somethin
let's start with that. Another thing we can see istities
of the leaders of the different churches. In the Church of
Christ the pastor of the sheep is our Lord Jesus Cand
according to the scriptures, the elders or the bishops are
&ho oversee the flock (the Church). In all the scriptures
Nighen it talks about the shepherds or elders, the scriptures
refer to them in plural (1 Peter 5:1-4, 1 Timothy 3:1-7,
sActs 20:28), not in singular. Why in different churches do
the preachers proclaim they are the “Pastor of| the
r | Church™? Who gives them that authority? In 1 Peter 4:11
arH says that if somebody speaks, speak according to the
word of God.
P on Sometimes we are so afraid it offends somebody
when we tell them the truth in the Bible, but | feel tiva
need to be more concerned that they are away from the
truth. The truth of God does not offend anyone.
(Ephesians 4:15)

Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr.
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LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

SERMON NOTES. . .

Eternity in Our Hearts #2
Got Wisdom??
Ecclesiastes 1-2/1 Corinthians 1

Success and fulfillment are two different things. Suceess i

what you . Fulfillment is
you

The point of the book is not to show us the meaningsssof
, but the meaninglessness of
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apart from

If nothing is new “

I Until we recognize that need and let
fill it, we will never know what life is all about.

In chapters 1-2, he spends time talking about wisd
“under the sun” wisdom.
The problems with human wisdom:
T ltis

Sometimes it

Everything Solomon had was and he four
pleasure in them, because the purpose and meaningliadifa the things
which are .

The answers lie outside of ourselves, which leads to:
(1 Corinthians 1:18-25).

Wisdom:

God revealed Himself in a way that completely circumséniman wis-
dom—through the .

God doesn’t call for a rejection of human knowledgegdther; He only
wants us to put it in its rightful place: to acknowletiggt His wisdom is
and , and to allow Him throug
message of Christ to give us what our own wisdom caerrgovide:
with Him and in he

", then our only hope i
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