
If you are a sports fan, one thing you have 
probably noticed over the past year is the 
number of empty seats at games.  Not just a 
few empty seats, but lots of them.  In a  
metropolitan area of millions of people you 
still see empty seats. I started thinking 
about the million dollar players with all 
their skills playing in front of what at times 
seems like an empty stadium.  Now I know 

that it depends on who’s playing, and some games are more 
crowded than others, but overall we have seen a decline in 
attendance at sporting events because of the economy and 
cost of tickets to games. 
 
As we look at scripture, we see something even more tragic 
than empty seats and that’s empty hearts.  As we continue our 
new sermon series from Ecclesiastes, Eternity in our Hearts, 
we see that King Solomon had everything you could ever 
want from a worldly standpoint and he says that it was all 
meaningless.  In 1:2, this preacher says “all is vanity.”  The 
Hebrew word translated vanity means “emptiness.”  The 
problem we struggle with at times is filling our hearts and 
lives with everything this world has to offer, thinking that it 
will bring us happiness and fulfillment in life. 
 
In chapter 3:11, we see the amazing truth that God has set 
eternity in the hearts of men.  Ecclesiastes is ultimately a 
book about God and about our need for Him.  Until we recog-
nize that need and let God fill it, we will never know what 
life is all about.  This is why Jesus came, to give us abundant 
life.  We serve a wonderful God who was willing to sacrifice 
His Son for the whole world.  Why wouldn’t we want to obey 
and worship Him everyday?  Why wouldn’t we want our 
hearts to be filled with things from above? 
 
Perhaps the words in Proverbs 4:23 say it best:  Above all 
else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. 
 

Patrick 
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Church members—Mierlan/Louise Payne, June Preston, 
Jerry Pearce, Johnny Nabors, Gerald Jack, Evelyn Perry, 
Sandra Leath, Ken Smith, Harley Staley, Maureen Gordon, 
Dianna Welch, Dolores Parker, Mary Sharber.  
Friends & family— Amber Offutt, Vonnie Montgomery,  
Margie Landers, Mitchell Pitcock, Wendell Rains, Joseph 
Bakewell, Marissa Phillips, Curry Scott, Bob Fowler, 
Shelly Chaix, Vanessa Bills, Harmon Graham, Rhonda 
Kittle, Phillip Nabors, Bob Whittaker, Louise McMillan, 
Jerry Lough. 
Deployed military personnel: Tyler Graham (Kuwait),    
Nathan Xavier (Aphganistan), Amber Gibson/Joseph      
Wiseley/Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell   Nelson  (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Please contact the church office, or if you would 
like to have your request listed on Molly’s blogspot, please e-mail  
mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  To read the blog, save the following 
under “favorites” in your computer: 

www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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5th Sunday—August 30 
*** 

Men’s “42” Night—September 3 
*** 

Ladies Bible Class Resumes—September 9 
*** 

Teen Fall Retreat @ CDR—September 12-13 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—September 20 
*** 

Father/Teen Camp Out—October 9-10 
*** 

Blood Drive—October 21 
*** 

No Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26 
*** 

Family Retreat—November 20-22 

Thank You Notes—VBS was awesome! It truly reflected 
Romans 12:1-13.  It was amazing to see each part of the 
body function in it’s God given talent.  Thank you brothers 
and sisters for loving and giving of yourselves.  
(edited due to space)  Robyn Figgins 
 
Sympathy—We extend our condolences to Anna Bolton 
upon the loss of her brother, T. B. Mills  of Kemp, on  
Monday, August 10. Our sympathy also goes out to Joyce 
Basinger upon the loss of her cousin, Barbara Mathews-
Simmons-Rains, a former member of Lamar Avenue, and 
to Sheila Icenhower & Marlynn Barnes upon the loss of 
their brother, Billy Ray Miller , on August 12.  Please keep 
these families in your prayers during this difficult time. 
 

 

5th Sunday, August 30—As in the past, we will meet for 
Bible class, worship, a pot luck luncheon in the outreach 
building followed by a brief devotional, and then be dis-
missed for the day.  Enjoy the afternoon and evening  doing 
something special with your family.  (Please bring enough of 
your favorite food to the Pot Luck for your family and a guest 
or two  Thanks!)  
 
Benevolence Clothes Closet—We are still in need of 
men’s clothing for any season.  We served 20 families 
this week with groceries and/or clothing. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    

Entrée:   Fajita Chicken Salad! 

Baptism by the Jail Ministry:  Darren Wayne 
Landers was immersed into Christ on August 8th.  
You may send a note of encouragement to 125 Brown 
Ave., Paris, TX 75460. 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Summer Series 

(Adults/Auditorium—Children/Regular Classes) 
 

    08/19   Keith Bollman         08/26   Tom Wood 
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Paul ran down the road in haste. He 
was on a mission. He had to end this 
movement called “The Way” before 
it became too widespread.  In Paul’s 
hands were letters securing his       
authority to arrest anyone who was a 
part of this new religion.  However, 
Paul was met with a blinding light 

and booming voice challenging him to reconsider 
what he was doing.  He was left blind and over-
whelmed with Jesus’ own words challenging him to 
now be the mouthpiece for the very religious group 
he was trying to destroy.  Paul was converted and be-
came a disciple for Jesus.  Not a quiet tentmaker 
keeping to himself; but instead, a man that could not 
be kept quiet about the news he had to share regard-
ing Jesus Christ.  Becoming a disciple is not always 
easy, nor are the things that we are often called to do.  
This past weekend we had a spiritual retreat called 
Disciple Now.  It was meant to challenge our teens to 
realize they are not on the sidelines, but instead in the 
batter’s box ready to play and participate in God’s   
purpose for their life.  We listened to challenging 
messages, we involved ourselves with service       
projects, and we worshiped.  I hope our teens left  
this past weekend more aware and awake to the call 
that Jesus has given each one of us.  We are all called 
to action and not one of us is made to stand on the 
sidelines.   

 
In Him, Jered 
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—Special thanks to Jay and Gay Spencer and Kyle 
and Monica Jones for hosting us in their homes this 
past weekend for our Disciple Now event. 
—We will take a break and start our youth events 
again in September. 
—All Teen Retreat at Camp Deer Run is September 
12-13.  We will leave that Saturday morning and   
return by the end of church on Sunday.  Sign up on 
the youth board.  More 
details coming soon! 

. . .Which Church do you attend? I go to 
the Church of Christ, and you? I go to 
the Church of the Holy Trinity           
Reformed, any way, all the churches are 
the same, aren’t they?  All the ways take 
you to heaven, don’t they?. . . 
 Sometimes when we are in the 
middle of a conversation we come across 

this same question from other people, aren’t all the 
Churches the same?  Does it matter where we worship 
God?  How can we answer without offending our friends? 
I think that when we are in this situation we need to be 
smart and not offend our friends with an aggressive      
answer. But, I think if we have a good relationship with 
that person and we’ve known them for years, we do not 
need to lose time and should answer them according to the 
word of God.  We need to answer them using the Bible 
and showing them what Jesus said in His word. 
 The space in this bulletin is not enough to cover 
all the possible answers for this question, but let me give 
you just one example where we can see the difference  
between churches.  Let’s start with something simple...the 
name that the church needs to have.  What is the name that 
we need to have?  Let’s look in the Bible.  In Acts 20:28 
we read that Jesus Christ bought the Church with His own 
blood.  So if the owner of the Church is Christ, which 
name does the Church need to have? For sure the name is 
the Church of Christ, because it belongs to Him.  Then 
why do we see so many different names on all the 
churches in the world and every day another group 
emerges with another name? 
 Who gives them the authorization to change the 
name or put another name?  If we start with something, 
let’s start with that.  Another thing we can see is the titles 
of the leaders of the different churches. In the Church of 
Christ the pastor of the sheep is our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
according to the scriptures, the elders or the bishops are 
who oversee the flock (the Church).  In all the scriptures 
when it talks about the shepherds or elders, the scriptures 
refer to them in plural (1 Peter 5:1-4, 1 Timothy 3:1-7, 
Acts 20:28), not in singular. Why in different churches do 
the preachers proclaim they are the “Pastor of the 
Church”?  Who gives them that authority?  In 1 Peter 4:11 
it says that if somebody speaks, speak according to the 
word of God. 
 Sometimes we are so afraid it offends somebody 
when we tell them the truth in the Bible, but I feel that we 
need to be more concerned that they are away from the 
truth. The truth of God does not offend anyone.  
(Ephesians 4:15) 

 
Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 

�""������""������""������""������ ���
	����#

���� �
$%�&	����#

���� �
$%�&	����#

���� �
$%�&	����#

���� �
$%�&� ���



������������������������������������� ���
��������	�
������ � �
�
�������	
���� � �����
������� �
��
������������ �
�����
	�������� � � �
����������
�� � �
��
����
��� �
������������������������������������� ���
�� 
����������!� ��������� ������ �
��
�	�"���	���!� �	
��� ������ �
��
��
������	
�#$�%!� �
����
��
��� ��"�

���!� ���	��������
��������������������� ���
������&��
��� � �����������
����	��
'�����"���	����� � �
��
���	�������
����	��
'�������
��� � ��
���������		��
���	��
��
#�
� ���$#��� � ����������
(�����"�
	�
� � ��������� �
����������������������������� ���
��
��"�
��  � � ������&��
���
)
�#�"������� � ��������
*� �
�
���"��	�� � (������
�����
(�
�
	�"$

�� � ��$
����
����
��

����
�� � � �������)���
�����+
���� � �������
���
(�$#����
��� � �
���������
�
&�� �����
�
� � �
�� �������
�
"
�	��
������ � ��$
�,����� �
�
�� �)�#�� � ��������
�� �
����������������������������������������������������������������� ���
�������
��(���	���-����!���
$�
	���	���./�����
�0#���
.��� � �
&�� �
�&�
#$��-���	
���1�#
��!� � �2��� ���
��� �
���$0�� ���
.��� �
"
�� �1����
�-�1� �
��!�"
�%�
�
�����
����� �
��0#���
.��� �
�����
�3
 �%-��������!���2����
/����450�� ���
.��� �
�������
 ��-��*�$!���������

��.���
 ��0�*�#
�*�
.�� �
1���
���,��/$ ��-'�

���!�+� �����
���/$ ��0� �.�� �
�
������ ������������ ������������ ������������ ������� ���
���'���
"�*
���
���66.666666666.66...6.7899��.�.�
��
����6..666666666666.6.6.:9899��.�.�
��
����66..66666.6666...6..66...;899��.�.�
�.�.����#���<=> ��#
�	��...6...666.6..;899��.�.�
��'���'�����
��	���?�"�*
���
������

�
��$������ ��*�
�7 �.�
"�*
���
�����6666666666....66.6.;849��.�.�
����
������ ���!���"���#������ ���!���"���#������ ���!���"���#������ ���!���"���#� ���
��	$%�&���'(� � ��$
����
����
������$
�)*+%*,(� ����������� ��� ��"�

����
�+-.�/��*0�(������������� (�
�
	�"$

��
��--	$.�$��,+/*,(� "
�	��
������
��--	$.�$��*,1*,�(��
�����"�

��'
�**��� � ���
���
����
�������
��	�'$���
� � ��$������	�

�
�������$
�,������ � ��������	�
����
�������������
��� � &$#���� �����
�*�2�$�*�(� � ��
��-��	�
����
�'*2'*,%3���,+/*,(�� ��������	�
����

)����4��5������ )����( ���6�7�
����8�
"�*
���
���66666666666..666666............66....... ...<@9�
&��������"�*
���
���66��	$
 ��6..666..66666...666.. ....:5�
�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%�	�����
 ��������!!"!!!!!!!!!!!!!""!!!!!!!""#$%� ���
�
��
���#���
����6666666666...66666......6...6..6...@ ;;�
&����������
����666666666666666666666666.<@�
�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'()�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'()�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'()�	����&	���
������
���!!!!!!!"""!!!!!!!!!!!!"'()� ���
�
+�����#���
������ � ���*$�
	��#6666666666666..66:5@ �
&����������
����666666666666666666666666.<@ �
����
���A�+�)
�$��6�6666666666666....666666... �
�	����*���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"""+(,�	����*���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"""+(,�	����*���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"""+(,�	����*���
�������
���!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!!!!!"""+(,� ���
�
��	���	����
�����66666.6666666..66666666...:B:�
��	���?�"�*
���
���666 ���
���������� ���(��"�
�
������&"������999999���99���99999�����9�9��:
������
&"� ���99�9���999999999�9��999999��99:
��
;��
#���&"� ��99999���9:
��7<��99999���"�������&)��

�
�����#������(���,/��*,*+���=�>+,���?�>*��/ ����

SERMON NOTES. . . 
Eternity in Our Hearts #2 

Got Wisdom?? 
Ecclesiastes 1-2/1 Corinthians 1 

 
Success and fulfillment are two different things. Success is _____________ 
what you _________________.  Fulfillment is __________________ what 
you _________________. 
 
The point of the book is not to show us the meaninglessness of 
________________, but the meaninglessness of _____________________ 
apart from _____________________. 
 
If nothing is new “_________________________”, then our only hope is 
____________________!  Until we recognize that need and let _________ 
fill it, we will never know what life is all about. 
 
In chapters 1-2, he spends time talking about _______________ wisdom or 
“under the sun” wisdom. 
The problems with human wisdom: 
¨ It is __________________________. 
¨ Sometimes it ________________________. 
 
Everything Solomon had was ______________________ and he found no 
pleasure in them, because the purpose and meaning in life lies in the things 
which are ______________________. 
 
The answers lie outside of ourselves, which leads to: __________ Wisdom: 
(1 Corinthians 1:18-25). 
 
God revealed Himself in a way that completely circumvents human wis-
dom—through the _______________. 
 
God doesn’t call for a rejection of human knowledge altogether; He only 
wants us to put it in its rightful place:  to acknowledge that His wisdom is 
________________ and _______________, and to allow Him through the 
message of Christ to give us what our own wisdom can never provide:  
____________ with Him and _____________  ______________ in heaven. 


