
We live by faith, not by sight.  These words 
from the apostle Paul ring true in our lives as a 
Christian from day to day.  We are brought face 
to face with one of our greatest conflicts in life 
—the tension between God, whom we cannot 
see, and that which we can see. Or as the   
Apostle Paul described it, the tension between 
faith and sight.  There are things we see daily in 
our world that are not “right.” 
 

As bad as we hate to admit it—injustice does exist in this world. 
Here “under the sun”, the guilty sometimes go free and the innocent 
are sometimes punished. But this is certainly nothing new. As  
Solomon looked around, he observed that the very same kinds of 
injustice were prevalent in his day as well. But that observation led 
Solomon to ask another important question: “Can we draw any con-
clusions about God based on what we observe here on earth?”  
Solomon is constantly looking at his world “under the sun” and 
attempting to reconcile what he observes with what he knows about 
God. And that is not always an easy task, as all of us have discov-
ered in our own lives. So Solomon faced the same decision that all 
of us must make day-by-day, even moment-by-moment:  Am I   
going to base my understanding of God and how I live my life on 
what I see around me in this world, or am I going to rely on what 
God has revealed to me in His Word? 
 
Just as Solomon had written earlier in the chapter, God has an    
appointed time for every season of our lives. And one of those   
appointed times is a time of judgment. This is one of the first times 
in the Book of Ecclesiastes where we see that Solomon does indeed 
have faith. Perhaps he was influenced by Psalm 73, with which he 
certainly would have been familiar. In that Psalm, the Psalmist 
looks around at the injustice of the wicked prospering in the world 
while the righteous suffer. But, in the presence of God, he is able to 
understand that injustice from God’s point of view. 
 
When you see something that’s not “right” always keep your eyes 
focused on the Lord and know that he will make everything beauti-
ful in its time.  I’m glad you are here this morning as we enter into 
the presence of God to see life from His perspective. 

 
Patrick 
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Church members—Jerry Barnes, Dianna Welch, Ken 
Smith, Maureen Gordon, Harley Staley, Glen Reeder,   
Hazel Hicks, Mierlan/Louise Payne, June Preston, Jerry 
Pearce, Johnny Nabors, Gerald Jack, Evelyn Perry, Sandra 
Leath, Dolores Parker, Mary Sharber.  
Friends & family— Dusti Gaither, June Zant, Jack 
Bohreer, Jerry Shannon, Kinzie Proctor, Wanda Brockway, 
Kathy Grigsby, Josh McNabb, Paul Benoit, Stephanie 
Moore, Gary Early, Amber Offutt, Vonnie Montgomery,  
Margie Landers, Mitchell Pitcock.  
Deployed military personnel: Tyler Graham (Kuwait),    
Nathan Xavier (Aphganistan), Amber Gibson/Joseph      
Wiseley/Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell   Nelson  (Iraq).  
Prayer requests:  Please contact the church office, or if you would 
like to have your request listed on Molly’s blogspot, please e-mail  
mollywoodall@suddenlink.net.  To read the blog, save the following 
under “favorites” in your computer: 

www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com  
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5th Sunday Pot Luck—August 30 
*** 

Men’s “42” Night—September 3 
*** 

Ladies Bible Class Resumes—September 9 
*** 

Teen Fall Retreat @ CDR—September 12-13 
*** 

Family LIFE Groups—September 20 
*** 

Father/Teen Camp Out—October 9-10 
*** 

Blood Drive—October 21 
*** 

No Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26 
*** 

Family Retreat—November 20-22 

Sympathy—We extend our condolences to Brooks Harlan 
upon the loss of his aunt, Ruby Hornbeck Hurley, on August 
17.  Please keep Ms. Ruby’s family in your prayers. 
 
Thank You Notes—Thanks from the bottom of my heart for the 
support for backpacks for Justiss Elementary.  You have helped 
50 students.   Charlotte Grooms 
 
I don’t know how to express my appreciation to you for the   
marvelous food you prepared for our family in the loss of our 
brother, Billy Ray Miller.  It’s a precious thing to know we have 
such caring, kind and sweet sisters and brothers in Christ.  God 
bless and keep you always.  (edited for space) 
   In Christian love, Ginger Rater 
 
5th Sunday, August 30—We will meet for Bible class, worship, 
a pot luck luncheon in the outreach building followed by a brief 

 

devotional, then be dismissed for the day.  Enjoy the afternoon 
and evening doing something special with your family.  
(Please bring enough of your favorite food to the Pot Luck for 
your family and a guest or two  Thanks!)  
 
Benevolence Clothes Closet—We are still in need of men’s 
clothing for any season.  We served 17 families this week with 
groceries and/or clothing. 
 
Congratulations—Butch & Sue Munday are happy to       
announce the arrival of their great-granddaughter, Olive   
Elizabeth Zuhoski, born 08/10/09.  Olive weighed 7 lbs/12 oz. 
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Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks.   
Please maintain a list of on-going prayer needs at home…          

the bulletin list will reflect current requests only.   
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5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—$2/plate   
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.    
Entrée:   Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwiches! 

Baptism by the Jail Ministry:  Kelli S. Bertram, Ronnie 
S. Miller, Cornelius D. Harris, Stanley L. Watkins, and 
Sammual F. Oliver were immersed into Christ on August 
15th.  You may send notes of encouragement to 125 
Brown Ave., Paris, TX 75460. 

Wednesday Evening 
Adult Summer Series 

(Adults/Auditorium—Children/Regular Classes) 
 

08/26   Tom Wood 
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 Have you 
ever wondered how a 
mother could send 
her child off to live 
somewhere else be-
cause she knew he 
would grow so much 
spiritually and would 
serve the Lord with 
all his heart?  That is 

exactly what Hannah did when she sent 
Samuel away at a very young age.  And 
also what Mary did when she left Jesus 
at the temple knowing he was about his 
father’s business.  I have often wondered 
how they could just leave their children 
at such a young age.  Some of you can 
relate to this picture.  Some of you have 
sent your children off to college know-
ing that they were going to grow spiritu-
ally and mature in the Lord in ways that 
you might not be able to teach them.  
Well, this week I have been packing my 
daughter up to move to Searcy to attend 
Harding University.  It has been an emo-
tional time but not one that I haven’t 
prepared myself in my mind for a very 
long time.  I knew this day was coming.  
Like Hannah and Mary knew that their 
sons were going on to do great things for 
God, I too know that Jordan is going on 
to be challenged spiritually and will 
grow and mature in God’s favor.  I am 
sure that Mary and Hannah also grieved 
to leave their sons and return home as I 
will this weekend.  However, just know-
ing and believing that this is God’s will 
makes it some easier.  The Bible says to 
train up a child as he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart from it.  
I have done my best in training Jordan to 
be a servant of God and now I am     
excited to see what path she will choose 
to serve Him.  I am confident that God 
will use her in an exceptional way to 
further His kingdom.  While the training 
is sometimes difficult, the rewards are 
much greater than you can imagine if 
you just stay the course.  My prayer for 
all parents is that we encourage one  
another in love and that we all have a 
common goal of raising our children to 
be servants to Christ. 
 If you did not fill out a survey 
for our KFC Ministry, I urge you to do 
so.  This ministry is only as good as the 
willing hearts that serve in it.  You can 
pick up a survey at the information desk 
and return to Heath Fowler or to me or 
just drop it by the office and Margaret 
will get it to me.  I appreciate all that 
you do!  

"�#������������"�#������������"�#������������"�#������������� ���
��
$����%����
$����%����
$����%����
$����%��� ���

According to the As-
sociation of Chemis-
try of the United 
States, 90% of the 
dollar bills that circu-
late around the large 
cities of the world 
have particles of co-
caine on them.  That 

information only reflects how exposed 
we are to the danger of drugs and their 
consequences.  It looks like drugs are 
all around us. This is a very sad situa-
tion.  We need to be aware and con-
cerned about this problem.  But are we 
also concerned about legal drugs?   
“Legal” drugs like cigarettes, wine, 
beer, and even “pain killers”? Are we 
concerned about those, too, or do we 
just accept them without complaint?  
Every cigarette that a person smokes 
takes away 7 minutes of their life and 
affects so much the person who lives 
with the one that smokes.  Sometimes 
we do not smoke or drink and we still 
have health problems.  Well now, there 
will surely be more problems if we do 
use these drugs.  However, not only that 
but if God gives us our body and it is 
the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corin-
thians 3:16) how can we put drugs in 
the temple?  Let’s be strong Christians 
and teach our family to be strong, too. 
 
Hispanic News: 
Hispanic Gospel Meeting—Please pray 
for our upcoming Gospel Meeting. The 
dates are September 4, 5, 6 of this 2009.  
Our brother, Francisco Rada from 
Brownsville, Texas will be our guest 
speaker on this occasion.  Please pray for 
him, too, so he can have a safe trip. 
Bible Studies—Please also pray for our 
current Bible studies.  Right now we have 
3 studies with families who have never 
studied the Bible before. We need       
patience and time with them.  My prayer 
to God is that they receive the Gospel of 
Christ and their hearts become soft for  
obedience. 
 

Thank you and God bless you, 
Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr. 
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Scripture is full of 
examples where 
honor is given to 
men and women for 
their commitment 
and sacrifice.  Last 
week was one such 
occasion.  The city 

of Paris came together to honor one 
of its own who had made the ultimate 
sacrifice for his country.  Zach Zant 
and I went out to the procession to 
honor him as they drove by. We 
waited a long time with our flag for 
the procession to come by.  We were 
moved by the show of support that 
our city gave his family.  The “Patriot 
Guard” was there.  They are a huge 
group of motorcycle riders with flags 
on their bikes.  There must have been 
200 of them.  Not to mention Zach 
and I were just a couple of what 
seemed like hundreds of onlookers.  I 
even noticed on television that the 
procession for our fallen soldier had 
made the Dallas news.  The news dis-
cussed our town which has been 
widely criticized for racial division 
and how we were united for this man 
who gave his life for our country.  As 
a Christian, it made me think about 
how many things divide us as         
humans, but Christ is the single most 
unifying thing that has ever happened 
to the human race.  His life, death, 
and resurrection speak to us every day 
and may our lives represent the grati-
tude that we have for the sacrifice that 
He made for us. 
 

In Him, Jered 
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—We will take a break and start our 
youth events back in September. 
—All Teen Retreat at Camp Deer 
Run is September 12-13.  We will 
leave that Saturday morning and re-
turn by the end of church on Sunday.  
Sign up on the youth board. More 
details coming soon! 
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SERMON NOTES. . . 
Eternity in Our Hearts #3 

The Cynical Individual 
Ecclesiastes 3:16—4:3 

 
Much of the journal of King Solomon can be described as the 
_____________________________ of a ________________________. 
 
Solomon identifies two cases for his despair about life: 
 
¨ The universality of I____________________.  (v. 16; 4:1) 
¨ The inevitability of D___________________. 
 
As Christians, we understand the difference by God’s ________________, 
not human __________________:  Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 and James 4:13-14. 
 
____________________ is a dead end street which we all need to avoid. 
 
Solomon gives two clues as to how we can avoid becoming frustrated 
with life: 
 
1. We should not _____________________  on the  ________________.  

Choose _____________________:  Expect ____________________. 

2. We need to remember that all _____________________ will someday 

be dealt with by __________. 

        
You can be a ___________________ and _____________________ what 
_________________ offers or you can be a _______________ and receive 
life that is ________________________. 


