| like the story of the college philosophy
class. It was the day of the final exam; the
professor walks in and says, “For you
final, there’s only one question: WHY?"
The students immediately started writing &
fast as they could, trying to convince th
teacher they knew what they were talkin
about. The only person who received 100
was a young man who wrote on his pap
these two words: “WHY NOT?” That's funny, but it's no
very satisfying! We need answers about the great questionts of | " #$ %"

life.
&Il

=
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The really important and difficult questions of lifeeanot the
"How To" questions, but the "Why?" questions. And herelis
where the Book of Ecclesiastes comes in. In it Solomés as (") * #
some very difficult questions. For example, "What does| a

man gain from all his labor? Does life have any purpose? If +,

so, what is it? Why is life worth living?" |

Now those are the right questions. But at first, Solonzonec -

up with the wrong answers. And the reason was becausg all * /01

he really knew was what he saw "under the sun." He copld

not see beyond this life. But what he saw in the worbd zal #$ %

him and in the lives people were living caused him to aty o * 02 &" * 0
"Meaningless! Meaningless!...Utterly meaningless! Every-
thing is meaningless." & ‘C ) *

King Solomon looked at his own life and the life of his pep- 30,-.45,6
ple and became very depressed. It seemed to him that theyg + , + &
were just going around in circles, doing the same old thijgs

over and over again, and never changing. They were running & % &
on a treadmill and never getting anywhere. What God offers

us in Jesus is something that everybody needs: forgiveness;

meaning, purpose, and hope for eternity. Only through Jgsus L &,
can we find what we truly need in this life. & -

Patrick . &

If yyoee are visiling with s Chis 1207135729 we weart (o welcome Yo A5 our ﬁanare@ue;f,

e rray that owur Waryﬁip will 6ri129 Gﬁyr:y o God and be o sowurce af encaur@emenz‘ fo Yo,
|



Hendersonon the loss of her stepsddilly Henderson,
last week in Kansas. Our sympathy also goes out to

Church members—Ken Smith, Harley Staley, Maureen Gladys Wilke upon the loss of her fatheRichard
Gordon, Dianna Welch, Alieen Carroll, Peggy Robinson,s'kes’laSt Monday. Mr. Sikes was Ialq Fo rgst in Paris on
Butch Munday, Claude Jones, Anita Roden, Donng\/eQneSQay._ 'Pleas'e keep these families in your prayers
McGee, Alan Boyd, June Preston, Dolores Parker, Mar‘?}J”ng this difficult time.

Sharber.

Friends & family—Wendell Rains, Joseph Bakewell
Marissa Phillips, Curry Scott, Bob Fowler, Shelly Ghai
Vanessa Bills, Harmon Graham, Rhonda Kittle, Phillip
Nabors, Margie Landers, Bob Whittaker, Louisg§
McMillan, Jerry Lough, Grady Simmons, Donna Mosele
Kylee Saunders, Jimmy Stripland, Brandon Broadwg
Cody Kelley, Leonard Trapp, Cody Davidson, Gin As a reminder to the church, we have three opportunitie§f to
England, Juanita Fisher, Amber Offutt, James Vinsa ’benefit others by our gifts to scholarsh?p funds. Gifts maj be
Gage Crutchfield, Don/Hallie Williams, Don Phillips. given to the Brad Anthony Scholarship Fund, the Jo Buf

Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (Kuwait), Scholarship Fund_, and/or the Johnny S_tallings Scholarsflip
I Fund by a notation on the memo portion of your checK
Please give these gifts to Margaret in the church officq
Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks—l

Nathan Xavier (Aphganistan), Amber Gibson/Jose

I -

I Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusas... | Wednesday Evenmg
|

[

Brad Anthony Scholarship

The following students received Brad Anthony Scholarstjps
in May 2009: Tyler Bowden, Aaron Christ, Derrick Parsdp,
Chelsie Shackleford, Logan Taylor and Jordan Welch

Wiseley/Zack Moss/ Rob Frazier/Russell Nelsoadjl
[

the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl | AdUlt Summer Series
(Adults/Auditorium—Children/Regular Classes)

08/12 Wayne Kerby 08/19 Keith Bollman|
08/26 Tom Wood

Prayers: Dee Lyonscame forward last Sunday to thank
the church for their prayers and to ask that we contioue t
pray for her as she dedicates her life to the Lord.

Baptism by the Jail Ministry:Donald Louis Fulbright
was immersed into Christ on July 31st. You may send §
note of encouragement to 125 Brown Ave., Paris.

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Fried Chicken!

Thank You Notes—The family of Doug Sparks would OcOMING EVENTS. -

like to express our deepest thanks to our church family f
the cards, phone calls, food, the luncheon and especially

the thoughts and prayers during our time of grief. May 5th Sunday—August 30
God bless you and keep you all. *xk

In His namel.ethia Sparks Men's “42” Night—September 3
Thanks so much to all of you for your thoughts, your €ard *kK

your love and concern and especially for your prayer
They were all needed and deeply appreciated.
Claude & Mary Jones

STeen Fall Retreat @ CDR—September 12-13

*k*
Family Retreat—November 20-22
Sympathy Note—We extend our condolences tOra
"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and reacﬁirg out to those in need "
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Why Does Pain Exist? What a Summer!! Terrific

Pain protects us. . . It b Tuesday had a fantas-

When we suffer, S gone Dy S0 tic ending this week.

sometimes  the fast!! | still can We enjoyed a water
pain ) .

i not believe that slide, water ballooh
alerts us to something fight, pizza and pop-
worse. The diabetic we are already at Sic|e’3 to end our sum-
patient sometimes the end of it. It mer. The kids had |a
loses sensibility in h great time! However,

. T n h :

their feet. This is very . as been suc | had a great experi-
dangerous because they can hurt thenffeat ride. | have never reallyence before the water fun began. We
selves when they walk because they dorfPeen one for goodbyes. | alwaygnet in the KFC room to go over our
memory verses for the week. This time |

feel anything. As Christians, we somet d
times get hurt through our daily walk |in
many different ways, but we never lose

our sensibility because that would put| us

like to say, “see you later.” Lot
willing, He will provide us with
'another chance to be together
not, then I'll see you later. W

had challenged the kids to see if they
could say all 7 of the verses that we had
|peen working on over the course of the

e summer. When | asked the kids if they

in a very dangerous situation. Let's tr had been studying their verses, of course
when we have that pain, to learn from itStill have got the rest of eternity their first responses were, “I've been too
busy. 1 forgot! My mom didn’t help

and be protected for the next time. together.
Pain corrects us. . .
As kids, when we do something wrong
(for example...touch the iron when is hot
we learn that we do not need to touch|th
iron after it has been used. What mad
us learn this? The pain. We learned fro
the bad experience. In our Christian life
we will have bad experiences for differen
reasons so we can learn and correct| 0
lives.

Pain unites us. . .

When something hurts our physical bol
we usually take our hands to that a
Our head, our stomach, or any other

of our body is united with the purpose
help that part of the body. In the churc!
is the same. When a member is in pai
suffering, is hurt, the church tries to h
that part of the body

(1Corinthians 12:26)

But let me say something here. In the
human body there exists communication
through the nerves. But in the Church|wg tOp of my ministry at Kense
do not have that type of communication,Church of Christ. I'm looking for
that's why we need to express when|weward to running into Aaron i
need help, when we are suffering in theHarding. | already told him ft

church for some reason. The church wi Icome over if he ever wants to (

not know if we do not communicate qur

me.” My favorite was, “l lost my home
work.” The excuses were flying all over
the room. Where did they learn thjs?
How often do we come up with excuses
to justify why we didn’t get something
done that we should have? Our kids
have learned the art well. Anyway, we
W roceeded with our challenge. 1 gave
ach kid a chance to stand before |the

e/lgroup and recite their verses. | was
veamazed at how well they did._ | was

"proud of each one for just standing| in
NGront of the group and giving it a try
Ch They were nervous and scared of |not
getting it right, but | assured them that
they only had to try! We had kids from
K thru 58" grade who did this and did
meavonderfully at it. Don’t let them fool
tg You that they can’t!!!l Because they

proved that they CAN!! A lesson
N&learned is that | need to stop finding

excuses for why | can’t do something
that seems hard or makes me nervpus,
but just step up like our kids did and
give it a try. Isn’'t that all that Gaod
expects from us....to have hearts ready
to try?!

Our VBS was a great succe
at| | sat with some kids today and ask
o|them what their favorite part of VB

was, and surprisingly they all said, “T|

J€fail was awesomel”” | don’t think th

Also, thank you all so much f¢
dhe hospitality you have shoy
&rista and me. Many of you ha
taken it upon yourself to cook f
*US, or have taken us out to eat.
tboth really appreciate that. Sinc
fave been in College, | ha
learned that free food is a bless
dy,from God. Thank you all so mu

eafor being so generous.
part

tq )
h itPlease continue to remember

h, [ your prayers. This is going
elpbe a very busy school year for n
Lord willing, it will be my last. |
am planning on getting a half tin
position while | go to school,
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i way from that smelly freshmanwas the lasting impression we wanted to
pain. We need to express to the churc@orm make. However, | was glad they colild
our needs. ' also tell me the other stories they learned

(2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

We do not like the pain, but when
suffer, we need to accept the pain
learn from it.

about Paul. It was exciting to hear them
retelling the stories and the emotion they
put into it. That alone made it all a suc-
cess and well worth the hours of plan-
ning and work that it all involved.
want to give a BIG THANK YOU to a
who helped in any way with VBS.
was a success because of YOU!

Thank you all so much for a w
@lerful Summer. God bless you

n.
Il.

we
an

.

—Clayton Bassham it

Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr.




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

SERMON NOTES. . .

Made for Eternity
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

In Ecclesiastes, King Solomon had tried all of lifeferings. In chapters
1-2, we see him chasing aftauman ,

, ) , and

Solomon presents his own “ "as an old
looking back on life and offering the fruits of his expace. While Eccle-
siastes is the real story about a specific manaittigally a story about

Throughout Ecclesiastes, you see this phrase “

—29 times. The phrase refers to the earthbound,

outlook on life.

In Ecclesiastes 3, a change occurs. He stops

starts on what he has learned about life.

A significant change occurs in v. 10—Solomon brings

into the picture and that alters the way he integpndtat he sees. His mal
point is this: is the of all of

God balances life: birth-death; sorrow-joy; meeting-pgrtiHe does this
for two reasons:

So we will not think we can easily explain

(v.11)
So we will learn to and
(v.12-13)

what we ha

When life is lived in the power of God and for His gldife becomes so

The writer finally begins to discover an amazing truilie were made for
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