“Is there a reason for living?” Solo-
mon asks throughout Ecclesiastes...many people
find their purpose in the delusion of materig
possessions. We all know of people who live
by the motto: “Greed is good.” The Christiaf
worldview does not mistake wealth for worth
nor does it endorse greed as a virtue. Solompn
isn't opposed to wealth, but only to the unt
healthy pursuit of happiness through any meahs
apart from God. If our primary goal in life ig
material wealth, we will end up with empty, futile livesdaspiri- I "
tual bankruptcy. Wiser minds speak of the “curse ofesch Solo- :
mon calls it “a grievous evil under the sun.” Matksma isn’t own-
ing things, but being owned by things.

In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus warns that material werries #9$ % &
the cares of this world and the deceit of riches—cakeloot the
seed of the Good News (13:22). In other words, materidbsm "# $ () # $ () O0p *

comes our salvation when we care more about physarafoct
than eternal securityWe should give importance to Who we haye ! "
rather than what we haveThe world is full of people who are
making a good living but living poor lives. Life isagic for the + $ *% # 3
person who has plenty to live on but nothing to live for
We've become a nation addicted to entertainment and |ei ! #5% &
sure; many people are proud of their exhaustive knowledteeinf + _ #
hobbies. Comfort is the new idolatry. A Scottismister writes: !
“We live in an escapist culture. The materialist mansion that v + # $" |
have constructed for ourselves has become for many an unbearably )
oppressive prison whose spiritual emptiness is all too apparent.”| ( )* I + ) |
We don’t have to look far to discover tempting actéati ) o
that are hard to resist. We need some leisureitéesivn order to +#$ -"
recharge, but we also have to guard against leisure takimgrc
stage. Are we defined by our faith, or by consuming dietvin a ' - * 1. i
hunger for unreality? This, too, is “chasing after wied.” Like ,
all false gods, pleasure cannot satisfy the desirdseétdevoted to & -
it. Throughout Ecclesiastes, Solomon warns us abowggtiimder
the sun”, things that take place in our time and space-biouitd-
tions. God is above the sun and speaks from a spiritusdgugive.

The empty pursuit of profit can lead to self-damage andessin ) S
of others. ' 0 1
May we open our eyes to Kingdom living and realize thoke ' 0o ! /
who put their faith and hope in Jesus are the ones whizhre I O .
Patrick ! 02
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Account Reconciliation Report—This monthly

report will be available in Margaret's office for

Church members—Louise Payne, Jerry Pearce, Gleranyone who would like to pick up a copy.

Reeder, Kristi Garrett, Melvin Webb, Mary Sharber,

Dolores Parker, Jerry Barnes, June Preston. Sermon CD’s—f you would like a copy of a

Friends & family— Billy Keys, Lee Madewell, Opal sermon, please indicate this on your Member/Visitor

Madewell, Melanie Helm, Louise McMillan, Tina card and your request will be turned into the church

Ruby, Mark Giguere, Randi McFadden Hyattoffice. Jody Humphrey will place your CD at the

Charlie Martin, Gerald Henderson, Hamm FamilyWelcome Center when it is ready for pick up.

Jason Rowland, Curry Scott, Gwyn Kennedy, Judy

Mason, Gwen Walker, Howard/Shirl Kirkpatrick, Ladies Bible Class—“A Woman's Heart—God'’s

Ashley Myers, Amber Offutt, Rueben Frazier, KaciDwelling Place”, aBeth Moore Study on Wednes-

Crawford. day’s at 9:30am.

Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (Kuwait),

Nathan Xavier/James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Joseph

Wiseley/Rob Frazier/Russell Nelson (Iraqg).

Prayer requests: Please contact the church office, or i = o =

you would like to have your request listed on Molly's

blogspot, please e-mail__mollywoodall@suddenlink.net

To read the blog save the following under “favorites”

your computer:
www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Potato Soup!

F———— e

: Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks—l
| Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusas... |
|
[

the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl :

COMING EVENTS...
Prayer: Kristi Garrett went forward last Sunday morn-

ing to rededicate her life to the Lord. Please pray for Ladies Bible Class—September 16
Kristi as she strives to be better in tune to God’s leading ok
Family LIFE Groups—September 20

*kk

Men's “42” Night—October 1

*kk

Condolences—Please keedohn Williams and his Father/Teen Camp Out—October 10-11

family in your prayers upon the loss of his oldest son *kx

in a car accident in Las Vegas on September 4th. Blood Drive—October 21

Also remember the family oKenneth McDowra Kok

who passed away September 5th. He @@y g Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26
McDowra’s father andCherry Walker’s brother. ok

Trunk or Treat—October 31

Thank You Notes—Thank you for the Teacher .

Luncheon. | appreciate your thoughtfulness. _
Sharon Yerby, K. Givens Elem., Paris, Texas Family Retreat—November 20-22

"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and mcﬁirg out to those in need "
|
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What do you look forward to most |in
worship? Do you enjoy singin

Last weekend we had
Gospel Meeting and it was a wonder-

listening to the sermon, taking co

coming back week after week? |
because you are supposed to be h

ful experience for us. We had the
visit of our brother, Francisco Rada,
who comes from Brownsville, Texas.
He preached during the gospel meet-
ing for us. He brought a very good

[S

or is it something deeper than that
Of course we come into the presence of God,
rarely think of that when | am worshiping. | ofte
may be wrestling with my kids or thinking abou
something going on around me. Sometimes | farg
what | am actually doing. It is the one time a we¢
where | come to honor something and someone|a
bigger than me. It is where | come to give praise| a
honor to the Creator of the universe. It's har
imagine that He is there listening to me sing, watc
ing me read His word, and wondering if any of i
taking hold in my life. Media today has made ever
thing so visual and entertaining and sometim
think 1 expect more from my worship experience
However, God told Elijah that He was not in th
wind, earthquake, or fire. Yet, He came in a gen
whisper. How hard is it today to hear a gentle wh
per over all the noise we create in our world? At is
just noise from the television, music, movies,
internet. It is the noise of a busy life that doe
know how to slow down long enough to hear |tk
words of the Lord. If | can't hear the word of th
Lord, then how am | supposed to know what|h
wants from me? Elijah was ready to hang it up, b

because he was still and listened to God, he|w

ready to hear from God and find out his next t
Our teens were challenged with ideas of worship|t
past weekend at Deer Run. | pray we are read
our lives to be a state of worship as well. Have
blessed week!

In Him, Jered

—Teen Breakfaston Thursday, 7:15am at Dayli
Donuts. Transportation provided to North Lamar. |S
you there!

—Teen Bible Studyat the home of David and Amy
:00-

Johnson on Tuesday, September 22 from
8:30pm.

(4

? lesson that encouraged us to continue
tHe Christian life.
n The attendance for the meeting was good.
tWe had visitors from the city and the surrounding
jatea. Also, we had fellow brothers from other
ekongregations in our area.
lot We were very happy to witness the conver-
rsibn of our newest brother in Christ. His nam
tdose Luis. We have been studying with Jos

gospel last Saturday. Please pray for him an
yother persons who are studying the Bible with us.

tie first Bible study, but that is not the usual cade.
takes time; it even takes time for them to com
church for the first time.

importance of their relationship with Christ and
naoly church.

e
ivitation:

dioday in the
vagening service
sive will have a
hspecial class and
feaport about the ,»;“ Trrrrrre)
ldoly Land. Our ==&y |y uliuyy
guest speaker is

brother Louie Woodall. He will speak about this
portant topic so that we can better understand
area of the world from a biblical perspective. Ev
tbody is welcome to join us today at 6:00pm.. Th
a@u for all your support and prayers.
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Marcelino Rodriguez, Jr.
1 Corinthians 15:58
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E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com
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