A little girl walking in a garden noticed a
particularly beautiful flower. She admired
its beauty and enjoyed its fragrance. “It’
so pretty!” she exclaimed. As she gazed ¢n
it, her eyes followed the stem down to the
soil in which it grew. “This flower is too
pretty to be planted in such dirt!” she cried.
So she pulled it up by its roots and ran {o
the water faucet to wash away the soil. |t
wasn’t long until the flower wilted and died. When the
gardener saw what the little girl had done, he exclaimed,

“You have destroyed my finest plant!” “I'm sorry, but | "#
didn’t like it in that dirt,” she said. The gardeneplied, I
chose that spot and mixed the soil because | knew that ¢nly ~ $$ % & I
there could it grow to be a beautiful flower.” o .

0

Often we murmur because of the circumstances into which |y
God has sovereignly placed us. We fail to realize ltieats )
using our pressures, trials, and difficulties to bring us tg $ ( & " )) * 1
new degree of spiritual beauty. Contentment comes when| we

accept what God is doing and thank Him for it. $ +, - C, I "#'$
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Sometimes the worst things that happen to us in lifeisie # $% &
the best things that happen to us. As we navigate thropgh / 0
life, we need the pearl of wisdom to guide us. Solompn

opens his Book of Proverbs by announcing, “The fear of {he ' $% &
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (1:7) Once we trust God, ‘0 *

life takes on new meaning.

God offers light and liberation, while secular wisdom brings
only darkness and despair. The Christian response ieto| s

the world as God’s handiwork, seeing through its brokenn asi T
and sin to its original created goodness. Only as eeavdé ’ "
the light of God can we make sense of life. Only thenvea # ( - +
appreciate living in God's world.
+ $/'$ + O
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We are blessed to have you here with us as we worslgijptind. We would love to get to know you better and answegrarestions
you might have about God, the Bible, or any of the various rsinés at Lamar Avenue. May God bless you and your family.



Ladies Bible Class—“A Woman’s Heart—God'’s
Dwelling Place”, aBeth Moore Studyon Wednes-
Church members—Bill/Jean King, Aileen Carroll, Dick day’s at 9:30am for refreshments and 10:00am for
House, Gerald Jack, Harley Staley, Travis TrusseltyJ class. See you there!

Pearce, Mary Sharber, Dolores Parker, June Preston.

Friends & family—John Welch, Jr., David Power,

Maranda Mahon, Sharon Sain, Charles/Stella LOVW”””””””””””””””

James Shaw, Coby Whitaker, Bill Loyd, Betty Toland
Matt Wood, Kay Anderson, Kathy Milam, Baby Emmit,g Great Are You LOFd
Barbara McFarland, Mike Middleton, Susan Ensley
Tucker Hamilton, Ruth Lough, Jan Jenkot, J. Trammen Holy Lord, most holy Lord, you a-lone areJ’
Family, Fox Family, Bob Merritt, Peggy Smith, Amber worthy of my praise.

Offutt, Sheryl Ground, James/Jimmy Don Clark, Ale .
Ramirez, John Urbano, Patsy Luper & Family. J’ O holy Lord, most holy Lord, with all of

Deployed military personnel Tyler Graham (Kuwait), dg MY heart|sing; (al my heart | sing;)
Nathan Xavier/James Crimmins (Aphganistan), Josefge-W J’ Great are you Lord; (great are You)

&
&
ley/Rob Frazier/Russell Nelson (Iraq). J’ worthy of praise: g
Ly
Ly
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Prayer requests: Please contact the church office, or if yot
would like to have your request listed on Molly'®dspot, J’ Holy and true, great are you Lord,

please e-mail mollywoodall@suddenlink.net To read the most holy Lord!
blog save the following under “Favorites” in yoanaputer:
www.lamaravenueprayerrequests.blogspot.com JNWWWWWWWWWWWWW?

Requests will appear on the Prayer List for 2 weeks—l

|
: Please maintain a list of on-going prayer nedusas... |
: the bulletin list will reflect current requesty.onl |

Wednesday Simple Supper

5:15-6:00pm. . .Cost—3$2/plate
Sign-up on your Sunday attendance card.
Entrée: Spaghetti & Meatballs!

Prayer request from the Jail Ministry: Please
remember Linnie Morvant, Amber Goree and

Jeremy Goreein prayer at this time. COMING EVENTS. (I |
New Members:Phyliss Giguere, 1400 W. Washing- o

ton, Apt. 502, Paris, TX 75460 an&enneth &

Keith Lancaster, 243 12th St., NE, Paris, TX 75460, &
903-982-1702.

Men’s “42” Night—October 1

*kk

Family LIFE Groups—October 4

*kk

Father/Teen Camp Out—October 10-11

*kk

Thank You Notes—Thank you everyone for the Blood Drive—October 21

teacher luncheon, August 20th. The food and fellow- *Hk

ship with all the area teachers was wonderful. It i .

always nice to see our friends at least once a year.sl\lo Debt, No Sweat Seminar—October 25/26

really appreciate the time and effort your members i

volunteered to feed such a large group. Trunk or Treat—October 31 &‘Gf#\
Thanks again,Carie Archer, Chisum FCS -

andKim Smith & Margaret Skidmore Family Retreat—November 20-22

"Our purpose is fo j@ﬂ‘@ God @ proaéimiry Jesus, equipping His peapé, and reacﬁirg out to those in need "
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else. It is calledshosting The idea o
the game is to get behind someone
is walking and shadow them as clos
you can, trying to get in their perso

fruit; apart from me you can dc
0 nothing.” (John 15:5)

space, without them knowing. Wh
whoever you are ghosting realizes you are thenme - -
round is over and your score is based on how lang ySad, we put other things before Christ, and that
shadowed a person before they knew you were thefemendous mistake. When we forget Jesus,
There is also another version of the game cafipded |we forget God, then we give other things the p
Ghosting,which is the same as regul@hosting,just| |that belongs to Christ.

with someone jogging or running. It sounds ridazd
or even intrusive and that is the whole point. ldoer,

There has been a new game that is He- "I am the vine; you are the
ing played and getting media attentior}. branches. If a man remains in me
It is more for amusement than anythin and | in him, he will bear much

o

Some times in our Christian
life we start putting worldly things in
a very important place in our priorities. Even more

is a
when
lace

When the roman emperor named Constantine
saw that Christians refused to work on Sunday he

several spiritual applications arise from such By si gave an order to establish Sunday as a Day of No

game. First, how often would people find you or meyork. It was because of the persistence of

the

“Ghosting” our Lord and Savior—Jesus Christ? Woulghristians that Constantine gave that order. Even

we even be around or are we too scared and abrdid|t
seen shadowing our Savior? Second, you know Jesu
always shadowing us, yet often we don’t realizei
there. We may even trip over him sometimes, ssegri
to find out he has been there all along. As Cians,
our awareness or observation of Jesus’ presence
shockingly dull at times. Yet, it is so importahat we

Christians are choosing to work or have another

both shadow our Lord and know that he is doing thef activity before coming and worshipping our Lord

same to us. He loves us and cares about us, so W§pus Christ.

wouldn’t we expect him to be near us at all times? Why was it so important for Christians
meet on Sunday? And why does it need to be
important for us? Because our Lord Jesus Christ
on Sunday from the dead, (John 20:1 & 19), gi
us the promise of eternal life. It is a day of cede

1)We will have a devotional at the Hanley's this@ay
night from 6-8pm. | will be gone this Sunday takia

until now, many factories, businesses and offices
5 %tay closed on Sunday. However, it is also very sad
to see how so slowly, Sunday for many peagple,
businesses, factories etc, is becoming just another day
_ofSwork. But the saddest thing to see is that many

kind

to
very
rose
ing
b

long weekend for some vacation time with famtion. Not a day for other priorities like going to the
ily. James will take the bus to his house and &eklat |park, resting, traveling, or cutting the grass. And

the church by 8pm. Teens need to bring $2 fod foo

2) Open Youth Room this Tuesday night, September

from 7-9pm. Come play sports, hang out, and beng riority. Our priority should_ be for us to come
friend. See 'you there ’ ’ T gether as a church to worship God on Sunday in

alkord. (Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2) We are
branches, He is the vine, and apart from Him we
do nothing.
hat good will it be for a man if he gains the whg
VY;} orld, yet forfeits his soul? (Matthew 16:26)
2 Let’s give to Christ the most important ple
ain our lives.

3) On October 10th and 11th at DFW Adventure
there will be a Father and Teen Camp Out. ltdhanc
to spend time with dad and play a little paintbae
hope even some of our dads who don’t have kidui
group will come and maybe sponsor someone. W
camp out Saturday night, then worship on Sundagt,
then play paintball before coming home. Cost 8/
person and covers your food, paintball gun, gead,

field pass. Extra money will be needed for paitigba God Bless youMarcelino Rodriguez, Jr.

don’'t take me wrong. You can do all of that if you
ant to on Sunday, but it does not need to be our

to-
Spirit

and truth, and observe the commandments of our

the
can

e

ACe




LAMAR AVENUE CHURCH OF CHRIST
3535 Lamar Avenue 903/785-0387
Paris, Texas 75460
www.lamaravechurchofchrist.com & www.lacocyg.com
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

E-mail: lacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

SERMON NOTES. . .
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Eternity in Our Hearts #8
Choosing the BETTER Way of Life
Ecclesiastes 7:1-14

At the halfway point in Solomon’s journal, one thing wassimg in
the first six chapters—

Had he lived today, we would probably say that his esespadre
aresult of a —

The underlying theme is found in a single word that én ssght
times in this passage and which is also implied in s¢wother
places—the word “ . And if we
to live the kind of abundant life that God wants us teetthen we
need to to incorporate th
“ " things into our lives.

Wisdom offers two major benefits: (v.11-14)
Wisdom preserves
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Wisdom provides

&

James 3:13-18/Two kinds of wisdom:
e wisdom (v.15)
d wisdom (v.17-18)

Wisdom'’s strong balancing point is that it will help ustiys
focused on —it will give

perspective.
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